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Ag is Everywhere

“Anywhere you go, agriculture is there,” 
Jeremiah Johnson states unequivocally. 

A summer internship with the 
University of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension youth development division 
proved his point. Johnson had the 
opportunity to work with youth at a 
military base�kids who didn’t have 
much, if any, agricultural experience. 

“It was fun exposing them to the 
agriculture side of things they could 
do on the base, whether it’s vertical 
farming or … outside-the-box agriculture 
techniques,” he says. “It allowed us to take 
modern practices in ag and establish them 
in more of a city se�ing.” 

Upon graduation, Johnson plans to 
continue working with youth, helping 
to provide real-world ag applications, 
because, he asks, “How would society 
function if there was no agriculture or 
ag education?” 

Problem-Solving in Agriculture 

“�e cure to most of our problems in 
agriculture could be si�ing right in front 
of us,” says Jay Middleton. It’s a heavy 
thought, and one of the many reasons the 
agronomy senior believes it’s important to 
point people toward an ag education. 

“We just have to push them in the 
right direction, so we can get those 
thinkers and get them involved, and 
get them working,” he says, “and maybe 
way on down the road work with some 
ag policy as well, to help make sure 
agriculture is being looked out for.

“A lot of times ag is put on the back 
burner,” he concedes, “but you can’t go a 
day without it.” 

Raised on his family’s farm, Middleton 
has never gone a day without agriculture. 
He got his �rst cow more than a decade 
ago, and now, he says, “I have as many 
cows as my dad; that expands my interest 
in agriculture.

“I’ve placed pressure on myself,” 
he says. “I want to expand the family 
farm and … maintain what my father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather started and 
built up for 60, 70 years.”

Influences

Twenty-year-old Ma� Papineau began 
his college career in occupational 
safety, but quickly realized he belonged 
in agriculture. “My passion lay with 
agriculture,” he explains, “but I wanted 
something with for-sure placement when 
I graduated.” 

It didn’t take long for him to switch 
his major to animal science. “�e more 
I’ve been in the school of ag, the more 
I’ve seen it didn’t ever ma�er where I was 
going to be; I would always have a job 
somewhere within agriculture.” 

Since October 2012, Papineau has 
gained work experience as the swine unit 
student manager. “I’ve been out there just 
maintaining the farm, but I’m also ge�ing 
experience with the marketing and further 
experience in the show pig side of what 
we’re doing at Murray State,” he says. 

As for the future, “I hope to be able 
to impact Kentucky’s youth through my 
experience,” Papineau relates. “I have seen 
the impact as well as the responsibilities 
needed to become a successful leader in 
the industry. It is my dream to make a 
di�erence in the life of a young person to 
positively impact and develop them into the 
next generation of agriculturalist.”   

Left Natalia Vega checks the blood smear on her slide in a veterinary 

technology lab. Right Gracie, who slinks among students under the lab tables 

in a vet tech class, peeks out into the hall, with her owner Emily Breitkeitz.
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