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ISMAËL AND SÉBASTIEN VILLENEUVE were essentially 

on their own. Some 600 kilometers from their family’s farm, 

the twenty-something brothers had taken possession of a 

1,900-acre patch of ground in far northeastern Quebec. The 

property had been in foreclosure, and the land, farmhouse, 

barn and other structures needed work. 

The Villeneuves, whose story begins on page 12, arrived 

in the dead of winter, but had to get to work immediately 

if they hoped to get at least some of the facilities and 

acreage ready for the upcoming planting season. 

Despite short days, long nights and plenty of subzero 

temperatures, Ismaël and Sébastien persevered, and are 

now planning to expand their operation.

Here at Massey Ferguson® 

and AGCO, we’ve come to expect 

such tenacity from North American 

farmers, not to mention ingenuity, 

such as that seen in other articles 

in this issue. For instance, check 

out the story (see page 23) on 

how Al Sheahan and Todd Myren 

incorporated controlled traffic farming into their Wisconsin farm 

operation. This growing practice helps reduce soil compaction 

and increase yields, and we offer expert advice to help you 

decide if it’s something you can use in your operation. 

Then, there’s farm innovation found in unexpected places, 

such as Biltmore (see page 16). Located in the mountains 

near Asheville, N.C., the mansion there is one of the most 

famous and visited residences in North America. What isn’t 

as well known by the general public is that the 8,000-acre 

Biltmore Estate is also home to a large and successful livestock 

operation that just so happens to be worked with Massey 

Ferguson tractors. 

We’re proud Biltmore has entrusted a large part of their 

farming operation to our equipment, just as we are that all our 

customers have, no matter the size of their operation or what 

is produced. For the confidence our customers put in us, we 

say thank you and promise to keep earning that trust, as well 

as providing tremendous value for North American producers. 
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