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third-generation family members decide they would 
rather sell than rent. Too o�en, the young tenant 
simply doesn’t have the money or the resources to 
buy it themselves, and the land goes to an older, 
well-established producer,” he adds, noting that good 
farmland in Illinois was selling for up to $12,000 per 
acre in 2013. 

“I’d say the best course of action for any young 
farmer who is renting is to have an open line of 
communication with the property owner. If it’s a 
retired farmer, his desire may be to see the farm 
preserved as it is. So, he may need to form a trust, 
which continues the lease and pays each child or 
grandchild a portion of the income. �e key,” he 
insists, “is talking about it before it’s too late.”

“With today’s land prices, it’s hard for me to come 
up with the kind of money that land is selling for 
these days,” Kirk admits. “Plus, some of these older 
farmers can a�ord to put down half the money, so 
they have less interest to pay too.

“Still, I want to expand when the opportunity 
seems right,” Kirk continues. “So, I’m hoping that the 

lower commodity prices will bring some balance back 
into land prices, where I can a�ord to buy or lease 
more property.”

In the meantime, Kirk says he is content with the 
arrangement he and his dad have between them. 

“I’ve never been paid anything for my labor,” he 
admits. “I basically just trade labor for the use of his 
equipment,” he adds, noting that he did buy his own 
tractor last year. “On the other hand, I know that Dad 
will be farming as long as he is able to, but as he slows 
down and phases out of farming, I’ll be taking on 
more of his ground. Plus, I’ll be buying more of my 
own equipment that we’ll be using on his land; so it 
evens itself out for now.”

Since they both own their own pasture, Kirk 
says the family’s 70 head of beef cows are treated 
di�erently in that he and his dad both have 50% 
ownership in the herd. To be�er leverage the market, 
they also calve around 50 cows in the spring, while 
the remaining 20 are bred for fall calving. Although 
most of the calves are marketed at 500 to 700 pounds, 
Kirk says they do keep a few head back each year 

As Willie begins 
to slow down, 
Kirk says he’ll 
begin to take 
on more of his 
dad’s ground and 
their joint cattle 
operation. He’s 
also pondering 
the future of 
farming and what 
it will mean for 
his children.
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