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“[Brooke] broke every bone in her body,” Kathi says. 
“But he was so much worse. When they met us at the 
hospital, they said, ‘Your daughter’s in the emergency 
room. But you need to say goodbye to your husband 
�rst.’ I asked the doctor, ‘Is there even a 1% chance?’ 
�e doctor said no. [Brandi] said, ‘You don’t know 
my daddy.’” 

Brooke underwent several operations, unaware of 
her dad’s status until she recovered. “He’s never been 
one to lay down when somebody tells him that he 
can’t do something,” Bethani says. �e family relied 
heavily on their faith throughout the ordeal. 

Meanwhile, back at the farm, the community 
rallied: “A bunch of farmers came in and planted the 
strawberries,” Kathi says. Brandi, who had recently 
graduated from Clemson University, returned to help, 
launching the farm’s agritourism venture. 

“When James �nally got to come home, [the 
community members] stood with signs up and 
down the road,” says Kathi. Yellow ribbons adorned 
the trees.

Today, James’ le� leg is paralyzed and his sha�ered 
hip causes near-constant pain. But for the man who 
generated such an outpouring of love, there’s still no 
room for pity. 

He will tell you, �at out, he is a blessed man. 
“I love farming,” he says. “My o�ce is on that 

forkli�. And I’ve been surrounded by the very best of 
people, whether it’s family or workers or whatever. I’m 
not complaining.”   

For more information, see strawberryhillusa.com.

FOR BEING NAMED THE 2013 Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo 

Southeastern Farmer of the Year, James Cooley received use of a 

Massey Ferguson® tractor for one year. He chose the MF8670, known for its 

continuously variable transmission (CVT), fuel efficiency and comfort.

It is not, however, his first Massey Ferguson. “We love Masseys,” says 

Cooley. “We’ve got 17 of the old 135s” used for bringing out peaches and light 

work. For parts, he calls on Nance Tractor and Implements in McConnells, S.C. 

Adds Cooley, the vintage workhorse “was Massey’s special tractor, 

Daddy always said. The 135 is a tractor that everybody can drive. It’s easy to 

maintain regarding its parts and availability of them.” 

As for his new MF8670, which Cooley calls the “Cadillac of tractors,” he 

plans to put it to work preparing peach and strawberry land. “We’ll use it for 

making the soil loose and ready for the roots to spread out on the peach 

trees,” he says. “And we’ll use it for fixing the ground for the strawberries. 

“The view is remarkable,” continues Cooley. “It’s a smooth ride and the 

turning radius is remarkable. And, of course, it [has] unmatched power.”

Cadillac
On the Farm
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