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�e largest private home ever built 
in the U.S. is also home to a thriving� 
and modern�agricultural operation. 

S T O R Y  B Y  D E S  K E L L E R  / / /  P H O T O S  B Y  A R T  M E R I P O L

B
iltmore, as seen from atop the estate’s 
hilltop vista, o�ers what is arguably the �nest view of 

19th-century American grandeur. A testament to the Gilded Age, 

its towering limestone façade hints at the opulence of its 250-

room interior�and 4 acres of �oor space�while its 75 acres of 

manicured lawn and gardens o�er a striking contrast to the Blue 

Ridge Mountain wilderness just beyond.

�e crowning achievement of George W. Vanderbilt�a grandson of 

19th-century railroad and shipping magnate Cornelius “Commodore” 

Vanderbilt�the French Renaissance chateau-style mansion was completed in 

1895 just outside Asheville, N.C. It is the largest privately owned home in the 

U.S. and annually a�racts more than 1 million visitors, most of whom come 

to marvel at the estate’s beauty and imagine the extravagant lifestyle of its 

original owners. 

A growing number of those visitors, however, come to experience 

Biltmore’s farming operations. �e estate’s winery is the most visited in the 

U.S., while a demonstration farm pays homage to Biltmore’s past, when the 

property, which was originally 125,000 acres, was self-sustaining. 

What’s not as well known is that Biltmore, which today encompasses 

8,000 acres, is home to a variety of other farming enterprises, including 

ca�le and sheep operations totaling some 1,500 animals. �ough most of the 

estate’s acres are forested, crops such as corn, soybeans, canola, sun�owers 

and sudangrass are grown in any given year. >>

86,000 acres: Size of sale to the federal government by George’s widow, Edith, soon after his death. The property would form the bulk of the Pisgah National Forest.
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