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Most days for Payne and crew begin early, bringing feed to livestock 
pastured across the estate’s thousands of acres. “�e animals are the �rst 
priority every day,” says Payne. “If it’s calving season or lambing time and 
that work takes us all day, then it takes us all day.”

Biltmore is home to a highly regarded 700-head herd of registered Angus 
ca�le. �eir breeding bulls and cows are sold to registered and commercial 
herds across the Southeast. Katsigianis, an animal scientist by trade, came to 
work at Biltmore 30 years ago at the request of William A.V. Cecil, George 
Vanderbilt’s grandson.

Nearly 800 head of White Dorper sheep are also pastured here, and a 
large �ock of free-range heirloom breed hens is kept for its eggs and moved 
about the property in portable coops to help with pasture fertilization. 
Ca�le, sheep and the eggs are all used at Biltmore restaurants.

�e emphasis on agriculture originated with George Vanderbilt himself. 
�e youngest of eight children, he ran the family farm on New York’s Staten 
Island, then fell in love with the Asheville, N.C., area when visiting with his 
mother in the 1880s. He used his fortune, which was actually the smallest 
among his siblings, to begin construction of Biltmore in 1889. 

Vanderbilt has since been credited with advancing “scienti�c farming” in 
animal breeding and forestry. �e Biltmore School of Forestry, founded in 
1898 on the estate, was the �rst in North America, and when Vanderbilt died 
in 1914, his wife, Edith, sold 86,000 acres to the federal government for what 
would become the Pisgah National Forest.

16: Number of feature films made, all or in part, at the Biltmore Estate, including Forrest Gump (1994), The Last of the Mohicans (1992) and Being There

IN ITS HEYDAY A CENTURY AGO, scores of horses were used to do dozens 

of jobs at Biltmore. Today, one utility tractor—with 99 HP—performs multiple jobs 

at one of the country’s most beautiful agricultural operations.

Biltmore has long been a Massey Ferguson® customer. Their small fleet 

includes Massey tractors dating back 35 years. The nearly new MF4610 is the 

most recent jack of all trades making life easier in a diversified operation.

“Masseys are easy to operate and affordable to work on. They do the job,” 

says Kevin Payne, Biltmore’s farm manager. “The 1979 MF1100 is as strong as 

when it was new.” And he should know. Payne has worked at Biltmore since the 

year that MF1100 was purchased.

Payne loves the smooth but powerful shuttle transmission on the MF4610. At 

Biltmore, Payne and crew can be hauling cattle feed in the morning, cutting thick 

sudangrass by afternoon and moving rolling chicken coops by evening. 

“The shuttle transmission is really nice when you are picking up feed pallets 

or baling, then loading hay,” says Payne. “It is a whole lot quicker doing anything 

where you are moving from forward to reverse frequently.” 

The MF4610 does it all with a 3-cylinder engine that generates torque as well 

or better than comparable 4-cylinder engines. “I use this tractor to disk ground, 

and it moved through the field like the disc wasn’t even back there.”

Top Formerly the hub of Biltmore’s agricultural operations, the Antler 
Hill Barn today houses re-enactors and others interpretive exhibits. 
Bottom right Kevin Payne, Biltmore’s farm manager.
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