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TRACE THE KNIFE’S TANG 

(handle area of the steel) 

onto a piece of paper or light 

cardboard. Be sure to extend to 

the blade and mark where the 

sharpened area begins. Cut this 

out a little oversized and it will 

become the template for shaping 

the handle scales (halves of the 

handle that get riveted to each 

side of the tang). Be sure to trace 

any rivet holes carefully onto the 

template as well.

THE BUTT END of the 

template is shaped by the knife’s 

tang, but the blade end requires 

a bit of thought and care to get it 

symmetrical and pleasing to the 

eye. Using the three-rivet-hole 

tang I selected as an example, 

measure from the center of the 

hole nearest the butt end to 

the bottom of the handle. Use 

that measurement to mark the 

distance from the center of the 

topmost hole (the one adjacent 

to the blade) to where the top 

of the handle will be. Position 

the bottom of a glass or bottle 

against that mark—so the 

outside of the curve points to the 

blade—center it on the blade 

and trace. This defines the blade 

end of the template. Punch out 

the centers of the rivet holes you 

traced on the template.

SELECT YOUR WOOD. 

Species such as black walnut, 

black locust and Osage orange 

make excellent handle material, 

but use what you have.

TRACE THE OUTLINE of the 

template onto the wood, mark 

the holes, label the top, and cut 

the handle-scale-shaped piece 

out on a bandsaw. If you don’t 

have access to a bandsaw, use 

a coping saw, jigsaw or other 

handsaw with rasps to get the 

shape. Next, split the piece you 

cut out—again, preferably with 

the bandsaw—to create two 

identical scales, one for each 

side of the handle.

Pro Tip:
I used Bradford pear 

that had been sawed 

into �-inch-thick 

chunks and 

allowed to cure 

with dry heat 

for about a 

year and 

a half.
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