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BILL SETO, OWNER OF Suwannee Equipment in Live Oak, Fla., will 
be one of the �rst to admit that abundant sunshine might be good for 
Florida tourism, but it’s hard on paint. 

Equipment, he says, “starts fading the minute you park it outside. Of 
course, you also have the issue of salt air over along the coast.”

Allowing for rust and corrosion, paint damage not only has an 
e�ect on appearance, but on performance and equipment value too. 
Now, to combat that damage, AGCO has built a new $40 million, 
200,000-square-foot paint facility at its plant in Hesston, Kansas. 

�e new E-coat and powder paint system is the �rst of its kind 
for the farm equipment manufacturing industry, and will improve 
performance and longevity for the full o�ering of equipment 
manufactured at Hesston, including large square and round balers, 
small square balers, combines, grain headers, pull-type and self-
propelled mower conditioners, windrowers and planters. 

How It Works 
 m Nearly 75% of components go through the 17-step E-coat process by 

passing through 15 different dip tanks—each holding 35,000 gallons of 

liquid—to remove all rust, scale and laser oxides. 

 m The remaining 25% of parts—including gearboxes and drives, 

components that cannot withstand heat and parts that are best painted 

after they are assembled—are painted using a liquid coating system.

 m The E-coat primer is applied using a high-voltage and high-

amperage charge for 180 seconds, ensuring thorough coverage. 

 m After curing in one of ten 375°F ovens, parts receive a powder 

topcoat, then another final oven cure.

 m The process takes approximately 4� hours and results in a finish with 

increased resistance to corrosion, ultraviolet light and weathering.

 m The new system is efficient and more environmentally friendly than 

older paint processes, reducing VOCs (volatile organic compounds) by 

approximately 75% and recovering nearly all the paint that doesn’t transfer 

to the component. �Tharran E. Gaines

Tough-
As-NailsPaint

been increased by more than 17% to 54 gallons per 
minute. “Couple that with industry-leading oil �ow 
management,” adds Alt, “and the hydraulics on 8700 
tractors provide greater capacity and precision, and 
faster response.”

�e new CYCLAIR cooling system increases 
overall tractor performance “by maximizing air 
�ow through a series of coolers and out through a 
redesigned hood,” says Alt. “Vents in the hood split 
the air �ow to expel hot air, while directing cool, fresh 
air towards the main radiator.”

In addition to the CVT and EPM, the new 
AGCO POWER engine also employs features such 
as high-pressure common-rail fuel injection and twin 
turbochargers, to help deliver more torque and greater 
e�ciency at lower engine speeds. In combination 
with third-generation Selective Catalytic Reduction 
(SCR) and cooled Exhaust Gas Recirculation 
(cEGR) technologies, the new power plant further 
reduces fuel usage and engine wear.

Also increasing the versatility of the tractors, 
the 8700 Series o�ers the option of a factory-

installed front 3-point hitch and 1,000-rpm PTO. 
�e front 3-point hitch has a li� capacity of 11,023 

pounds, while new monobloc weights for front 
ballast are also available. �e 8700 Series tractors 
also feature a redesigned, rear 3-point quick hitch 
that’s easier to use and o�ers an increased li� 
capacity of 26,355 pounds. 

Inside the cab, the 8700 Series tractors blend 
comfort, noise reduction and operator-friendly 
ergonomics, all of which reduce operator fatigue. 
Easier to read and navigate, the new dashboard 
contains a Setup and Information Screen (SIS) that 
is 50% larger and o�ers 10 times be�er resolution 
and intuitive functionality. Cab updates also include 
relocated B-pillar controls for added convenience.

“�ese new 8700 Series tractors,” says Alt, “are not 
only the most powerful tractors ever built by Massey 
Ferguson, but the most intuitive and productive in 
their class. �ey’re the result of multiple engineering 
achievements developed with the needs of our 
customers in mind all the way.” ��arran E. Gaines

Watch video of the Massey 

Ferguson 8700 Series at 

myFarmLife.com/8700 

or scan the 

code with 

your phone.
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