
 14 Spring 2014 /// my .com

nearly double that, at $191 per ton,” says Hurt, citing 
USDA statistics. 

�e same is true for parts of Canada. “�e summer 
of 2012 brought a historic drought to Southeast 
Canada�Ontario speci�cally,” says Richard Horne, 
policy adviser for the Beef Farmers of Ontario. 
During that time, hay prices jumped to two to three 
times the normal rate, according to the Ontario 
Forage Council. 

And while hay prices have begun to drop again 
in both countries, Hurt predicts a slow recovery in 
the U.S. hay market, causing U.S. hay acreage to stay 
small. “Once a farm moves out of hay,” he says, “it’s 
a major decision to return to hay. �e transition will 
show up in the next two years and then take another 
three to �ve years to build up.”

A Sound Investment

�e threshold for ge�ing into DIY haying 
is typically lower economically for farmers like 
Hammann, who can spread the cost over a great 
number of tasks, such as a ca�le operation and raising 
a variety of crops. However, the rising cost of hay 
and the demand on custom harvesters have made the 
DIY option more cost-e�ective for greater numbers of 
small-acreage farmers as well. 

�at’s the case for �alman, who owns six horses 
that he keeps for recreation and training. He inherited 
40 acres about �ve years ago and began housing his 

horses there. Originally he thought he’d just let 
them graze openly. “But I actually had one horse 
founder from overeating, so I decided I’d have to do 
something besides keep them on pasture. Instead of 
just mowing o� that excess pasture and buying hay, 
I thought I may as well just go ahead and process 
my own.”

When �alman invested in harvesting equipment 
and began growing his own hay in 2012, he saw a 
reduction in his production costs right away. �ough 
the drought led to just one cu�ing that �rst year, 
things have improved. “On a normal year, I can 
produce twice the hay I need,” he says. 

Fit the Equipment to the Job

Both Hammann and �alman ba�le hills and 
sharp corners that make operating with large mowers 
and balers di�cult. �at’s a big reason why they use 
small, nimble equipment that’s more suited for rolling 
land o�en carved into small parcels. 

“�e smaller length of the cu�erbar on Ken’s 
Massey Ferguson® 1326 disc mower allows it to 
cover rough terrain,” says dealer Je� Suchomski, of 
Suchomski Equipment. “And Ken’s Hesston® 1734 
[round] baler, with the smaller overall size, can handle 
the terrain be�er too.” 

�alman can also pull his new equipment with 
relatively low-horsepower tractors. Considering many 
small-acreage farmers aren’t likely to own anything 

Above Where 
growing and 
harvesting hay 
might once have 
been a losing 
proposition for 
small farmers like 
Hammann, it’s 
now becoming 
an economical 
way for them to 
procure quality 
feed. Upper right 
Hammann walks 
with his son, 
Jason, who kicks 
in some much-
needed help at 
harvest time. 
Lower right 
Thalman checks 
over a 600-pound 
round bale made 
with his Hesston 
1734 baler.
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