Rodney has a little fun with
Nathaniel, one of his five children
who make up the fourth generation
of Masts on their Mississippi farm.
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The penciled-out estimates proved
true. “It reduced the risk on the row
crops and completely took away the risk
on the catfish,” Glenn adds.

Another Way to Grow

About 12 years ago, their willingness
to find better solutions led the Masts
to another smart business opportunity.
Dissatisfied with the service of green
equipment that was predominant in the
region, Rodney and Glenn set out to find an
alternative. After using AGCO equipment
on their farm, they realized it added greater
potential to their overall business plan and
could do the same for their neighbors.

“We started with Sunflower,” and one
thing just led to another,” says Rodney.
“It was good equipment, and we felt like
it was time to offer something better to
the community.” The family set up shop
in the farm office, and when demand
increased, they built a separate store
on the farm. In 2010, the Masts moved
what had become their dealership, Black
Prairie Tractor & Equipment, to its
present location in Columbus.

Around this time, Glenn and Rodney
decided to divide managerial duties, with
Rodney becoming general manager of
the dealership and Glenn running farm
operations. “That has worked out very well,”
Glenn says, letting his fatherly pride show.
“Rodney has done an excellent job, but

he consults with me from time to time—
maybe out of courtesy,” he adds with a
slight chuckle.

The farm and dealership, which is
owned by Glenn, Rodney and three junior
partners who also work at Black Prairie,
have formed a symbiotic relationship, with
one informing the practices of the other.
“We're pretty high-tech,” Glenn says. “The
farm is the guinea pig, so we often try new
equipment and farming ideas to see how
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How Massey Ferguson combines help cut
harvest time, deliver a cleaner crop and get
farmers home in time for dinner.

In his tidy office at the Black Prairie Tractor & Equipment in Columbus,
Miss., Rodney Mast sits beneath a large jigsaw puzzle depicting
Massey Ferguson combines. Rodney’s grandparents, Otfis and Anna
Mae Mast, lovingly put the pieces together and framed it for his 39th
birthday. It's a fitting gift, especially considering the important piece
of the Masts’ business diversification puzzle that Massey Ferguson
combines and other AGCO equipment have become.

“We have a saying around here: ‘Nothing runs like a Deere ...
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