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THE LIGHTS COME UP IN THE SHOP next to two of Bartlett 

Farms’ potato storage facilities on Spud Road, in the tiny town of 

Littleton. Row after row of antique tractors stand ready for their 

stories to be told. Bob Bartlett knows them all. There’s the Massey 

Harris 333, “the first one I bought,” he says. “That 44-6, the man 

I bought it from came to look over our place to make sure it was 

gonna have a good home. And when my wife, Jane, and I went 

to get it, his wife was out taking pictures with tears running down 

her cheeks ‘cause it was leaving the yard.”

It’s a large Massey collection of more than 40 pieces, most 

of them fully restored. Meanwhile, some 14 Massey Ferguson 

tractors make up the working fleet at Bartlett Farms. Among them 

is a Massey Ferguson 1100, bought new in 1969, that has 8,000 

hours on it and “has never had a wrench in the motor,” says Bob. 

“That just tells you something about the longevity of these things.”

The potato harvester runs on an MF2745, “my pride and joy,” 

says Bob. Why? “Well, these tractors, they’re just like individuals,” 

he says. “That tractor just suits me. I just ‘sit good’ in it.”

When grandson John does need to work on a tractor, they 

use Genuine AGCO Parts and work with their dealership, Crown 

Equipment, in Caribou, Maine. “We just have a Massey heritage,” 

says John’s father, David.

Bob agrees, but it’s a little more personal for him. “I don’t hunt. 

I don’t fish. I don’t smoke. I don’t drink. So my tractors ... it’s the 

only hobby I got.” 

SEE THE POTATO HARVEST. 
Scan the code with your phone to see a video of the potato 

harvest at Bartlett Farms and get a tour of Bob’s antique 

tractor collection, or visit myFarmLife.com/potato. 

Percent of Maine agricultural cash receipts from potato farming: 23%, the state’s leader           ///          Top variety planted in Maine: Russet, 24,567 acres in 2012

vines are sprayed with a drying agent to speed up the wilt. By 
the time harvest begins in early September, the vines are brown 
and �at.

�e Bartle�s’ two-row harvester follows windrowers, which 
dig six additional rows and lay them over, so Bob gets eight rows 
total in one trip. For the size of their seed operation, he says that 
works well. “We’re happy with where we are,” he says.

A�er harvest, the seed is almost completely direct-marketed. 
Most of it is promised before it goes in the ground. �e Bartle�s 
typically grow around 15 varieties, but will try something 
new if a farmer-customer asks for it. It’s a business that relies 

on connections and direct 
communication with 
customers, and David says 
his father is great at it. “He’s 
the mouthpiece,” says David. 
“It basically relies on Dad’s 
reputation he built over the 
years.” Bob served on the 
U.S. Potato Board and on the 
Maine Potato Board, and built 
that reputation through quality 
product. Some 7 million 
pounds of seed are grown and 
shipped from Bartle� Farms to 
destinations all up and down 
the Eastern seaboard, much of 
it going to Florida.

Bob claims he’s “retired,” 
and David does run the 
farming part of the business 
now, but says, “Dad will never 
retire. We’ve seen the e�ects 
of what retirement does to 

family members ...” He trails o�, not �nishing the thought, as if 
not wanting to even think of it. “If Dad wasn’t here, we probably 
wouldn’t be farming,” he says �nally. “We need each other in 
this business. He can say the same to me, and I can say the 
same to him.” And that family connection continues with John, 
David’s son, who is “the mechanic,” says David. “He loves that 
right there. He loves working on the tractors.”

�ere are larger farms in Aroostook County�up to a few 
thousand acres�but even those are family-run and rely mostly 
on direct markets. �ough smaller in size and production than 
some of the more heavily promoted growing regions�“You 
know, Idaho does a great job of advertising,” says Bob�Maine 
potatoes are known not just for their quality but for the families 
who grow them; so much so that it’s explicitly mentioned in the 
Maine Potato Board’s annual report. “Growing potatoes in Maine 
has more to do with family, faith .... In spite of the challenges 
facing our industry,” it says, “it will continue because those who 
are involved in it love it.”   
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