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“To casual passersby, the plants look similar to 
tobacco or sugar beets,” he says. 

When he fertilizes, McMillin uses potash, phosphate 
and some nitrogen. “We’re heavier on potash than any 
other soil amendment. It’s a fertilizing program similar 
to what’s used for soybeans.”

During the growing season, horseradish foliage 
can reach 3 feet tall, and it’s hard to get o� until 
there’s a heavy frost. McMillin hasn’t had much 
luck using the tops as ca�le feed. “�e tops have a 
pungent smell, like the roots, so it’s probably just not 
tasty to the ca�le.” 

Harvesting and Soil Prep
With so few growers, there’s not a lot of buyers 

for horseradish harvesting equipment, so McMillin 
and other producers o�en assemble their own, 
modifying tools and equipment used for other crops. 
“We use a converted potato harvester,” he says. “But 
we have to beef up the frame because we dig 16 
inches down�much deeper than potato farmers�
and have heavier soils.” 

�e roots have many small, �ne hairs and can go 
deeper than most growers are willing to dig. “I’ve seen 
roots down 3 or 4 feet when we drove an irrigation 
well, and they can go further. �at’s true of rye and 
other crops too. But it’s not economically feasible to 
keep going down.”

�e harvest starts in late October and o�en runs 
through Christmas. In mild years, McMillin says he’s 
able to dig on and o� throughout the winter, as long 
as the ground isn’t frozen. 

�is winter, the freezing cold weather arrived a 
bit earlier, so McMillin stopped harvesting the �rst 

24 million
pounds of root 

are ground and processed 
annually in the United 
States. �e end result: 
About 6 million gallons of 
prepared horseradish.
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