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week of December. “Toward the �rst of January, we’re 
usually frozen out. But we dig any time we can, if we 
have a warm period. We try to conclude the harvest 
by May 1, but in very wet years, we’ve harvested well 
into May.”

When the roots are harvested, the deep digging 
creates a lot of leaves and other debris. McMillin uses 
�ail mowers and hay rakes to push over the plant tops 
in windrows that are moved back and forth. “�e hay 
rakes don’t last long. �e crop is pre�y tough, with 
lots of ridged rows and mud.”

When the horseradish is in, McMillin runs it 
through a tumbler to knock o� more dirt. He then 
uses manure spreaders to distribute the “trash,” or �eld 
debris, dirt and additional cu�ings from the cleaning 
and packing process that takes place in his shed.  

 “We used to haul the debris out in wagons and 
dump it in piles, but now the manure spreaders let us 
spread it out more evenly, so we don’t get ‘hot spots’ 
when it’s decomposing.” �e plant tops are turned 
under to “recycle.”

Processing and Markets
“We do our own packing,” says McMillin. “We 

select the planting stock o� the roots we harvest, 
and use butcher knives to trim the tops. �e roots 
that are going to the processor are packed into 
1,200-pound bales.” 

�ey’re then covered in stretch wrap, creating 
bales that look like giant ice cubes. For that, 
McMillin uses a homemade wrapping machine. 
“Most of our stu� is modi�ed, rigged up to suit 
our purposes. A grower in Canada saw a wrapper 
used for boxes in manufacturing and modi�ed it for 
wrapping horseradish.”

As with harvesting equipment, McMillin says, “We 
build our own machines because there’s not enough 
demand for them. It would cost a fortune to have 
engineers build specialized machines just for us.” 

Beyond planting and harvesting, another challenge 
is that there are fewer people to sell to on the other 
end. His plants go to J.R. Kelly Company, the largest 
supplier of horseradish roots in the United States. “We 
have contracts with them, and they have contracts 
with processors,” says McMillin. “�ey disperse the 
produce from there.

“It’s very di�cult to push a price increase through,” 
McMillin continues, “because you’re dealing with 
huge conglomerates. �ey dictate pricing. We’ve 
seen this past year or so that demand has leveled o�. 
Maybe the economy is catching up with us. 

“I’m not sure what the business is going to look 
like in 10 years,” he continues. “�ere aren’t a lot of us 
horseradish farmers out there.”   

BARRY MCMILLIN SAYS 

HORSERADISH GROWERS like his 

father used a bottom plow and harvested 

the roots with a potato fork to load onto 

wagons. Today, McMillin uses forklifts and 

two Massey Ferguson® 4243 tractors. 

“We need a 150-HP tractor to pull the 

two-row potato harvester we modified. 

Alongside the digger, we have a dump 

cart that takes 80 to 100 HP. It catches the 

horseradish from the harvester. We elevate 

the cart to dump our loads over the side 

of the truck, so we don’t have to drive 

the truck through the field.” The Massey 

Ferguson tractors provide the power McMillin needs. “I’ve had very good luck 

with Massey Ferguson equipment. I’ve owned at least four tractors and have 

leased some. They’ve been reliable, good tractors.”

Jeff Suchomski, of Suchomski Equipment in Pinckneyville, Ill., helps keep these 

tractors serviced and in the field. McMillin says it simply: “He’s really good to us. 

It’s a good dealership.”

Adds McMillin about his Massey Ferguson equipment: “I realize how much 

innovation they put into tractors. A lot of other companies use improvements that 

Massey came up with. They’ve always been a leader. It’s a good brand.” 

A Leader 
And Innovator

1 Barry proudly shows off the “roots of his labor.” 2 Plant tops are cut 

off by hand. 3 Ready for the processor, 1,200-pound bales look like giant, 

lumpy ice cubes. 4 By some estimates, only 3,000 acres of horseradish are 

grown today in the U.S.
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son, Matt.
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