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advantage: inside AGCO
portable tablet or computer. Says Hart: “Our business 
is evolving to a connected strategy, where they can link 
… all their machines and aspects of their operation.” 

AGCOMMAND has already gained traction 
with agricultural businesses such as cooperatives and 
agronomy service companies. “I thought I was a very 
good manager as far as equipment and personnel were 
concerned,” says Terry Schmidt, an agronomy manager 
with CHS, Inc., in southern Minnesota. 

“But a technology like AGCOMMAND has shown 
us how ine�cient we can be,” says Schmidt. “As a 
result of using the program, we went from having eight 
fertilization units to seven and yet covered more acres 
the very next year.

“Don’t resist this technology,” Schmidt says, 
“because it is your friend. �e more we can do today, 
the more I’m jumping into it.” 

Schmidt is working with AGCO toward the day 
when all 29 of the application units he now manages 
for CHS in the region can be dispatched through 
AGCOMMAND. �at, he says, would allow for even 
more e�ciency in terms of ge�ing the right machine in 
the right location without any confusion or delay. “I can 
see that this could eventually allow us to run a double 
shi�,” says Schmidt, “to run 24 hours.”

�e ability to monitor and control machinery 
remotely will also make it easier for farms to employ 
machinery operators who don’t necessarily have to 
understand what every screen in the cab is doing. 
�at’s an important factor in an era where farmers can 
struggle �nding quali�ed employees.

To keep the learning curve to a minimum for 
everyone, AGCO is also working to make sure 
AGCOMMAND remains easy to learn and compatible 
with a variety of equipment. �at isn’t the case with all 
machinery manufacturers, according to Daryl Pa�en, a 
district director of AGCO, based in Minnesota. 

“You can buy a printer for your home, and you don’t 
need to know what computer you are going to run it 
on because it’ll work with any computer,” Pa�en says. 
“We’re not there yet on this precision technology in 
agriculture. But AGCO is determined to maintain that 
compatibility as a key to our approach.”

AGCO is doing its part to make that happen, 
says David Swain, manager of ATS Marketing North 
America. �e company has been a full participant 
with AgGateway and the Agricultural Electronics 
Foundation, both of which are nonpro�t consortia of 
agricultural businesses dedicated to se�ing standards for 
precision ag technologies, and establishing collaboration 
between all the businesses involved.

“We have made sure that our products in the 
precision technology �eld remain compatible with 

“
I can cut for 

six to 12 hours and 
not feel nearly as
tired as when I’d 

run four hours 
before we had this 
system. I save fuel 

because I’m not 
overlapping.

”
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