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each other over years,” says Swain. “We also want to 
make them easy to use and compatible, even with other 
brands, because that helps our customers.”

To that end, AGCO recently announced a new 
initiative called Fuse Technologies that provides 
professional growers seamless integration and 
connectivity across all their farm assets�regardless 
of brand. Fuse will ensure communication between 
existing precision ag so�ware already in use. As the 
strategy evolves, a major focus of the initiative will be 
to ensure an “open” approach to technology integration 
in AGCO equipment.

Now that these pathways for the technology are 
being paved, the emphasis is shi�ing to working 
with the data that’s being collected. “�is is where 
AGCOMMAND comes in,” says Ben Studer, director 
of management for ATS and EFD (Electronic Function 
Group) for AGCO. “�is is the key tool in the future of 
technology in agriculture.” 

For example, readouts from the planter or cultivator 
might show that �eld conditions are actually still too 
wet to be worked�and may advise a two-day wait. Or 
the suite of technologies built into the system will have 
the ability to advise the best hybrids to use in changing 
conditions. Says Studer: “Today, all these decisions are 
being made by the farmer himself. But in the future, 
with farmers working more acres�sometimes with less 
help�one guy si�ing at a desk can’t make every one 
of those decisions.” Such technology helps tie AGCO’s 
innovative equipment more fully into a complete 
solution for agricultural operations. For instance, if the 
machinery itself�through sensors and programs�isn’t 
helping you make determinations, then dealer-based 
advisers might be. 

“�e next thing on the horizon is remote service,” 
says Alan Woytassek, senior agricultural tech specialist 
for North Dakota-based Butler Machinery. “�at’s 
where myself or one of our technicians can be 200 
miles away and remotely diagnose calibration or setup 
issues with the machinery,” he says.

“We could literally push bu�ons on his cab screen, 
provided there are security levels set up. We can send a 
remote request to his display, and we can see his screen 
on our computer and walk him through, step by step, 
to correct overapplication or whatever the problem is.”

Missouri farmer Ken Salsman, 65, doesn’t doubt the 
potential of the technology. He recalls writing a paper 
in college on the future of agriculture that suggested 
tractors will drive themselves one day.

“I didn’t think I’d live to see that actually happen,” 
says Salsman. “But with autosteering, we’re seeing it 
now.” And as the innovations keep coming, an even 
more helpful future is upon us now.   

GET IT FREE, GET IT NOW! 

Go to myFarmLife.com/agcommand, 

or scan the code with your iPhone or iPad.

AS RECENTLY AS A DECADE AGO, most farmers didn’t give much 

thought to the notion that their tractor could have GPS-guided automated 

steering. Most sure didn’t think they needed it. Now, producers rave that 

automated steering has taken a lot of stress out of farming’s long hours, 

while increasing efficiencies. 

AGCO’s David Swain is certain the same kind of appreciation will 

come as a result of AGCOMMAND, the company’s new telemetry system. 

AGCOMMAND can log and transmit numerous bits of information about an 

operation’s machinery to a web site easily accessible to the farmer or others 

involved in the operation.

“The data becomes a big tool for the farmer,” says Swain, manager of 

ATS Marketing North America. “That can also translate into overall servicing 

quality of the dealer to his customer.”

The ability of such a telemetry system to improve efficiency on a farm is 

immense, according to Swain. He mentions a few examples: 

 m A farm manager in the office (or the machinery operator) might receive 

a message via the AGCOMMAND web site that one of their operating 

tractors is experiencing wheel slippage. “This can tell a producer a lot,” 

says Swain. “Maybe I’ve got a 50-foot field cultivator on a tractor that 

should have a 30-foot implement. Maybe the tractor isn’t ballasted 

correctly.” If there is slippage, maybe conditions in the field aren’t right yet 

for cultivation. The producer may have to check for compaction in areas 

where the slippage occurs.

 m Monitors on the combine might tell the operator or manager—in real 

time—that they are experiencing grain loss. The combine setup can be 

adjusted before any more grain is lost.

 m A farm’s machinery dealer can be tied into the AGCOMMAND 

monitoring system. They can see when service intervals are going to hit—

when more filters and fluids are going to be needed and have them on 

hand. “Or if the farmer does his own servicing,” says Swain, “the dealer 

can automatically ship supplies directly to the farmer.”

At Your Command
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