
          /// Fall 2013 25

WITH A YEAR-ROUND growing schedule 

and the daily care of 690 dairy cows to 

attend to, Leon McClellan has his work cut 

out for him at M&B Dairy. In fact, he estimates 

he’ll put about 2,500 to 3,000 hours of work 

on the family’s new Massey Ferguson® 5465 

tractor this year. As the winner of the 2012 

Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern 

All-Around 
Performers

Farmer of the Year award, Dale has won 

use of the tractor for one year, and both he 

and son Leon (the primary operator) are 

happy with the choice. 

Used for tillage, planting, turning 

compost, loading the feed wagon, 

pushing up feed, putting compost 

bedding out and loading manure, “It’s 

kind of an all-around, one-size-fits-all 

tractor,” says Dale. 

So far, the McClellans have been 

especially impressed with its ability to turn 

compost smoothly. “It’s got a low gear in it,” 

says Leon, “so it turns the compost better 

because you have to go as slow as you can.” 

“When you’re turning compost with our 

John Deere, you have to ride the clutch 

or stop and start,” adds Dale. “But the 

Massey’s geared up perfectly.” 

With the amount of time he spends in 

the cab, especially on those sunny, hot 

Florida afternoons, Leon cites comfort 

and visibility as important features. With 

the mechanical cab suspension, it rides 

smooth, even on rough terrain. “And the 

transmission is good,” Leon says of the 

Dyna-4™. “It switches from A to B to C and 

D, just like that. You don’t have to push in 

the clutch for any of it.” 

Leon also likes the additional power 

the AGCO POWER 66 CTA 6-cylinder 

engine gives him. “A 6-cylinder is a lot 

more stout than a 4-cylinder any day. They 

just don’t give. They’ll stay right there and 

hang with you,” he says. When their year 

of use is up, Dale and Leon expect they’ll 

purchase the MF5465. “Basically, it can fill 

any space in the company that we need, 

small or large,” Dale says.

R&D, Inc., who was a senior judge for the 
2012 award says, “It gets down to basic 
innovation and initiative, his eagerness to 
work with the public and to resuscitate a 
dairy with new-age thinking.” 

But it has to do with good community 
relations too. “Dale is willing to embrace 
the challenges ahead and improve the 
image of his farm,” Snipes says. 

“He’s willing to work with local leaders 
and to go the extra mile to make sure he’s 
a good neighbor. He has done a very good 
job of keeping people informed about what 
he’s doing.”

For Dale’s family, it’s a li�le more 
personal. All three of his and wife Mary’s 
sons work at M&B, each having found a 
niche of his own. Leon oversees the farm 
in Lecanto; middle son, Bryan, runs the 

in-state distribution side of things; and 
youngest son, Daniel, is learning how to 
run all aspects of the plant. 

Other members of the family play a role 
too, including daughters-in-law Andrea, 
who runs o�ce operations at the plant and 
Jessie, who provides event support and runs 
the farmstead and family life in Lecanto. 
Mary also provides important behind-the-
scenes event support and childcare for the 
grandchildren.  

Dale, they say, has built something they’re 
all lucky to be a part of. “A lot of people 
can’t work for their dad,” says Leon. But, he 
continues, “Working for him is an honor. 

“Dairy has been in my heart since I 
was born. And you know, you can make 
any boss happy and it’s a good feeling, but 
when it’s your dad, it’s even be�er.”  

Opposite page Dale and son Leon. 

Top Cool Cow milk from M&B. 

Bottom Compost for cow bedding.
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