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�rst gear

>> High-Water Rescue
Record-breaking rainfall coupled with 

snowmelt in the mountains, unexpected 
wind pa�erns and large, converging 
weather systems created an unprecedented 
storm. With the ground already saturated, 
the Highwood River, which runs through 
the town of High River in Alberta, Canada, 
had nowhere else to go but up and out. 

At 7:05 a.m., o�cials called a state of 
emergency. First responders did their best 
to evacuate those stranded by the waters, 
but by noon traditional rescue vehicles�
even boats�could not navigate the swi� 
current of the over�owing river. 

“One of the �re�ghters came up and 
said they needed something to rescue 
people from across the street,” says Smith, 
a combine mechanic for the local Massey 
Ferguson® dealer. “�e tractor they were 
using was no good because the engine was 
too low and it was ge�ing water in it. �ey 
needed a vehicle with the engine high up.”

Smith, along with other Farmway 
personnel, including owner Hugh Joyce, 
waded through waist-deep �oodwaters to 
three Massey Ferguson combines. “�e 
combines are heavy, and they were able to 
stabilize and not get washed away,” Joyce 
says. Since the combine’s engine is 12 
feet up in the air, it was impervious to the 
rising water. 

�e Farmway team, shu�ling �ood 
victims in the combine cabs and hoppers, 
continued their e�orts until 10 p.m., when 
Canadian Forces arrived. Smith estimated 
that the combines rescued about 1,000 
people. “It doesn’t take long to make the 
decision in that kind of emergency,” Joyce 
says. “We were trying to do anything we 
could to help.” 

Pets were loaded up too. Children rode 
in the heated cab. “�ey were in awe,” 
Smith says. “We had all the lights in the 
cab blinking to keep them entertained and 
distracted from what was going on outside. 
�ey loved it.” At press time, Farmway 
was still operating out of portable trailers, 
while the business underwent repair from 
extensive water damage. �Brigid Galloway

IN 2005, AT AN INTERNATIONAL THEATER FESTIVAL IN THE NETHERLANDS, 
Dutch storyteller and actor Manon Ossevoort performed her live narrative, “DO.” It’s 
a story about a girl on a tractor taking the dreams of many to the end of the world. 
So, when the story ended, Ossevoort drove out of the theater on a tractor and began 
a journey. 

Ossevoort’s odyssey led her through Europe, the Balkans and down through the 
continent of Africa. Along the way, she performed her story and collected, on li�le 
slips of paper, the dreams and hopes of the people she met. 

A�er four years and more than 23,000 miles, Ossevoort reached the Cape of 
Good Hope. “I literally missed my boat,” she says. �e ship she had planned to take 
to Antarctica�the symbolic end of the 
world�had canceled its trip. “I had 
no sponsors, nothing,” says Ossevoort. 
“But I had thousands of dreams in the 
back of my tractor that I had promised 
to bring to the South Pole, a continent 
where there’s never been war.”

Cue Massey Ferguson. �e 
company has a unique connection to 
Antarctica. Sir Edmund Hillary and 
his team drove three Ferguson TE20 tractors to the pole in 1958. �at same year 
also marked the introduction of the Massey Ferguson brand. Sponsoring another 
trek to the South Pole on Massey Ferguson tractors seemed like a perfect way to 
celebrate both milestones.

Ossevoort and a Massey Ferguson assembled team of specialists have begun polar 
training in Iceland and northern Canada with a new Massey Ferguson 5600 Series 
tractor that has been modi�ed to create “the ultimate polar-expedition tractor,” she 
says. �e expedition plans to sail to Antarctica in December 2014, where it will 
follow the same path as Hillary’s expedition.

Ossevoort explains what she’ll do with the stories she’s collected on her journey: 
“I’ll symbolically �nish my epic story at the geographical South Pole by building a 
snowman with the ‘dreams of the world’ in its belly.” �Laura Hardin

Read about Sir Edmund Hillary’s expedition to the South Pole and follow Manon 

Ossevoort and her team’s progress at myFarmLife.com/southpole.
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