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DR. JEFF ORR NEVER LOST HIS LOVE FOR FARMING. As a kid and through his 
college years, he worked in the wild blueberry �elds and processing plants in and around 
his hometown of Parrsboro. Now, with a PhD in education and as the dean of faculty at 
the prestigious St. Francis of Xavier University in Antigonish, Orr still farms 80 acres of 
berries with plans to expand. 

Wild or low-bush blueberries di�er from their high-bush or cultivated cousins in a 
number of ways. For starters, the wild variety is rarely planted by man. Instead, the task 
is, well, for the birds, who eat the berries then leave the seeds behind in their droppings. 
�e plants then spread via rhizomes, but must be burned or, more commonly today, 
mowed back every other year. 

Also, wild berries can now be picked by a mechanical harvester, a relatively new 
development but one that requires a typically small tractor with exceptionally good 
power and hydraulics. Small, because of the odd shape of most �elds; powerful, due to 
frequently hilly terrain and the size, weight and requirements of the new harvesters.

�e tractor Orr chose for the job just this past spring was an MF4609. “It’s just ideal,” 
he says. At about 2 tons when fully loaded, “that harvester requires a lot of tractor … 
and I need enough tractor to run two hydraulic systems on my PTO.” 

�e 90-hp MF4609 “has got that extra bit of power, so when I’m going uphill I 
don’t have to worry about my harvester stalling. �is just zips up the hill and it’s 
perfect … and I get basically 25% more horsepower for very li�le additional fuel 
compared to my old tractor.” 

In addition to power, wild blueberry farming requires an all-purpose tractor, and 
Orr says the MF4609 utility tractor delivers, performing tasks such as grappling, loader 
work and mowing. And the tractor, he says, has struck a balance between function and 
comfort. In terms of the cab, “everything is in a real thoughtful place, and the tractor is 
very comfortable.” All in all, says Orr, “I don’t think there’s a be�er tractor out there for 
what I need.”   
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Above One of Orr’s fields 
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