
 26 Winter 2013 /// my .com

broiler chickens for processing to the nearby city 
of Saskatoon. Derick and David handle most of the 
work using their �eet of Massey Ferguson tractors, 
and Mitch can be counted on to handle a daily list of 
chores. “I go through the barns and pick up chickens, 
and when the birds go out, I’ll clean barns and spread 
straw and dump feed and spread manure, and harvest 
and combine for long days in the fall. I do lots of that 
stu�,” says Mitch.

�e Keets pride themselves and work hard to do 
most everything on the farm themselves. “We do all 
of our own welding and plumbing and electrical�
absolutely everything from start to �nish. So, every day 
we’re doing something di�erent,” says Derick. 

�en, adding a parallel to his son’s board regimen, 
he notes, “Everything I do all day long, I’m thinking 
two or three or four steps later. I’m not just randomly 
walking around doing whatever,” he says. 

It’s one of many lessons that wasn’t lost on Mitch. 
As is usually the case, behind many successful 
children are dedicated and hard-working parents. 
Derick and wife, Cindy, are no exception. Countless 
hours have been spent on their three children’s 
interests and growth. 

“Our rule or philosophy is all of the kids have 
to get an education, get a career, get a job, do what 
they’ve always wanted to do. �e farm will be here. 
�ey may choose 20 years from now that this is where 
they want to be,” says Derick. 

WHILE MITCH HAS HIS SIGHTS set on making 
the National Pro Team and competing at the world 
championships, he wants to do it his way. “�e farm is 
the best; it’s open, it’s nice here all year round. And,” 
he continues, as if divulging the secret ingredient to 
his success, “the farm, it taught me skills and working, 
and that kind of stu�. I’ve got a good family, so I don’t 
want to go anywhere,” he says.

Mitch said being raised on the farm with 
chores and parents who take the time to teach him 
has made him both tougher and de�nitely more 
con�dent. “I’ll always remember that my dad taught 
me how to drive a tractor. He taught me how to 
drive the combine. My father’s con�dence in me 
makes me very much more con�dent.”

And that a�ribute, says Mitch, is a big reason for 
his success, in boarding as it is in life.   

LAST SUMMER, HUGE PORTIONS OF WESTERN AND CENTRAL 

CANADA experienced some of the worst flooding in history. And Derick 

Keet’s poultry farm was located right in the middle of the deluge (see “High-

Water Rescue,” page 3). 

He had some 100,000 chickens that needed to be transported to the 

processing plant from his poultry farm near Grandora, Saskatchewan. 

Yet, between the barns and road, “there was water and mud absolutely 

everywhere,” recalls Derick.

“Those birds had to go to the plant that day. The processing plant is fully 

booked every single day so you can’t [wait],” he says.

Sixteen semi trucks were parked at the road, but couldn’t get down his 

1,000-foot-long driveway to the chickens. The mud was too deep. 

Without missing a beat, Derick hooked a chain to his Massey Ferguson 

7485 4 x 4 with front and back dually wheels. He hauled each trailer to his 

barns, loaded them with chickens, then pulled them back to the road through 

mud as much as a foot deep.

Derick says he couldn’t have done the work without his MF7485. “We 

wouldn’t have gotten through the night, and that was a half a million dollars 

worth of chickens going out.”

He gives much of the credit to the tractor’s AGCO-exclusive continuously 

variable transmission, or CVT. “It allows you to pull at an extremely low speed 

and high torque. In a situation where you’re pulling out a semi, that tractor 

was perfect for that situation.”

He also notes the MF7485 has “very good fuel economy compared to the 

rest. When I’m pulling a heavy load, the engine speed actually slows down 

on lighter ground when it’s easier to pull. If you get into a soft spot where it’s 

harder to pull, the engine speeds up. It’s all based on fuel economy.”

Derick, who also owns an MF5475 and MF1652, and works with Massey 

Ferguson dealer Full Line in Saskatoon, bases his equipment purchases in 

part on worst-case scenarios. “I have to take care of myself. If something 

goes wrong, I have to be ready,” he says. 

Knee Deep in 
Chickens and Mud

WATCH MITCH KEET IN ACTION. 
To see video of Mitch Keet “stomping” tricks 

and wiping out on his wakeboard while doing 

“fakies” and “inverts,” visit myFarmLife.

com/catchingair or scan the code.
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