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Deena Coleman was born with an unbridled  
passion for horses�and she’s managed to �nd a  
day job that allows her to share that love with others. 
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n a breezy midsummer day, the sta� at 
Pokagon State Park Saddle Barn readies 
a group of horses for a trail ride. Several families stand 
by, each member eagerly awaiting a turn to get into the 
saddle here in this lovely park near Angola, Ind.  

�e kids are trans�xed. One young boy looks up in fascination as an employee 
saddles up his match for the next hour, a white gelding named Shadow. “�is one is 
beautiful,” he says.  

As the barn’s sta�ers help the kids and adults onto the horses, everyone snaps 
pictures on their smartphones. As soon as the group begins to move, however, high-
tech gadgets are relegated to pockets and nature takes over. �at’s when concessionaire 
Deena Coleman, who has run the Saddle Barn for the past 25 years, knows she has done 
her job�introducing the power of horses and their connection to nature to yet another 
group of riders. 

“Growing up, my childhood was �lled with these types of experiences,” Deena says. 
“I feel bad that a lot of kids never get a chance to do it at all. I think that’s why I feel 
good about this.” 

Born To Ride

Sporting a blonde bob, jeans and a grin that makes the corner of her eyes crinkle 
ever so slightly, Deena describes herself as “5-foot-nothing” and as someone who’s had 
a love of horses for as long as she can remember. “I can’t think of a time in my life that 
I’ve really been without horses,” she says. 

�ough there was no room for the animals at her childhood home in Niles, Mich., 
Deena’s grandparents had a dairy farm about an hour away. She visited the farm every 
chance she got, and when Deena was still quite young, her grandparents, she says, “got 
tired of me trying to ride their dairy cows, so they bought me a pony. It’s kind of gone 
on from there,” she explains, still grinning.   

Set on learning how to ride her pony, Deena decided to train it on her own. 
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