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“Ponies will teach you a lot about riding 
horses,” she says. “�ey’re pre�y strong-
willed, and if you want them to do 
something, you have to really make them 
do it. I guess I’m strong-willed enough 
that I was determined to do that, and it 
just worked.” 

Horses At 

Home -- and  

At Work

From her �rst stint training a stubborn 
pony to her current job working with 
customers at the Saddle Barn, Deena’s 
love for horses has proved infectious. 
Most notably 32 years ago, when she won 
over a very special guy named Larry, the 
man who would be her husband. “About 
two months a�er I met him, he bought a 
horse,” Deena says. 

�roughout their marriage, the two 
continued to keep and raise horses, no 
ma�er where their day jobs required 
them to relocate or even when, in 1985, 
the Colemans had a daughter, Kelly. One 
of those relocations was to Fremont, 
Ind., where they bought a home with 
acreage. “Really the reason we moved 
out here was because we found this 
place. It had 5 acres and we could keep 
our horses,” says Deena. 

�en came an unexpected opportunity. 

Already with several years’ experience 
in restaurant management, Deena began 
working in the dining room at the inn at 
nearby Pokagon State Park. “�e [Saddle] 
Barn was closed at the time, but I saw that 
they were going to reopen it and I applied 
there,” she says. 

Deena got the job and began taking 
families on trail rides, caring for the 
horses, running hayrides and handling 
administrative tasks in the o�ce. She’d 
found her place at last. “I knew it wasn’t 
ever going to end,” she says. 

So, when the lease for the Saddle Barn 
came up for contract bid three years 
later, Deena was ready. With help from 
her father, Eldon Leedy, she bid on the 
operation and won the rights to lease the 
property and run the Saddle Barn with her 
own team of horses and employees.  

As the new proprietors of the Saddle 
Barn, the Colemans se�led into family 
life and a busy schedule. With Kelly by 
her side, Deena devoted all her time to 
family life and the barn, while Larry 
maintained a job during the day and 
worked the barn at night and on the 
weekends. �e family continued to 
acquire more horses, which they brought 
home to their property in Fremont to rest, 
roam and graze during the o�-season�
fall and winter�each year. 

Above Deena at her “office.” 
Below left The Colemans’ 
MF1742 takes guests on a 
hayride. Middle One of what 
is an average of eight trail 
rides a day. Right Larry just 
outside the Saddle Barn. 
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