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Still in the Saddle

Like her dad before her, Kelly learned to love horses thanks in 
large part to Deena. Kelly began riding when she was 3, and later 
competed seriously in dressage, an equestrian sport designed to 
bring out a horse’s natural athletic ability, style and grace. 

�ough Kelly has grown up and moved away, she doesn’t let 
distance get in the way of her love of horses. Instead, she boards 
a German Warmblood with a trainer in Adrian, Mich., and visits 
every chance she gets. 

Meanwhile, Larry and Deena maintain day jobs at the local 
post o�ce while running the Saddle Barn. 
�e hours are still long and the work is hard. 
Deena’s dad, Eldon, still helps, doing payroll 
and even comes by for the occasional visit. 
�e Saddle Barn has become a hub for three 
generations of family. 

“My parents moved up here a year a�er we 
started the Saddle Barn,” Deena explains. “My 
dad got a job over at the Pokagon Nature Center 
and he was [there] for years. He used to run the 
o�ce for us once in a while, and he did a lot of 
pony rides. He’s probably in hundreds of pictures 
in our albums with kids, leading the ponies.” 

When asked if she thinks about slowing down, 
Deena admits she contemplates it from time to 
time. Yet, every time the lease for the Saddle Barn 
comes back up for auction, the dynamo in her just can’t help but 
re-bid. 

“People tell me I’m nuts all the time. But I think everybody 
who knows me really understands why I do this. �e horses 
themselves are why I’m here. �ey’re such beautiful animals. I 
feel privileged to be able to help other people ride. �at’s what it’s 
all about, really.”  

FOR DEENA AND LARRY 

COLEMAN, and the staff at 

Pokagon State Park Saddle 

Barn, keeping 14 horses 

happy, healthy and well-fed, 

all while maintaining the 

surrounding property, is no 

small task. 

Enter the 42-HP Massey 

Ferguson® 1742 tractor the 

Colemans purchased last 

spring. With the ability to haul 

and load feed for the horses 

just as easily as it pulls 

wagonloads of families on hayrides through the trails at Pokagon 

State Park, the machine is an all-purpose workhorse. 

“We go through a ton of hay every three days,” says Deena. 

“Those bales weigh about 1,200 pounds, so we have to use a 

tractor to get them out to the feeder. When we put hay in the 

feeder, it has to be lined up just exactly right and it has to be level. 

“It’s like threading a needle,” she continues, explaining that the 

integrated loader joystick helps immensely. “It’s quite precise,” says 

Deena. “The joystick on the loader has helped us be more accurate.” 

Indiana is notorious for its hot, humid summers and cold, 

snowy winters, often lasting into mid-March. Yet, the ergonomically 

designed, climate-controlled cab, complete with heat, air 

conditioning and doors on each side, keeps the Colemans 

comfortable no matter the job. 

“The cab really fit their bill, between working at the Saddle Barn 

in the summer, doing hayrides in the winter and clearing snow at 

home when the park is closed,” explains the couple’s dealer, Don 

Harter, of Harmony Outdoor Equipment in Arcola, Ind. 

“Larry loves it because of the cab,” adds Deena, about her 

husband. “He can put hay out in the winter and stay warm and 

dry, and that’s something we didn’t have before, so that’s a big 

plus. It’s also got a radio so he can plug his iPhone in for music,” 

she continues with a chuckle.  

Deena and Larry say they couldn’t be happier with their 

purchase. “The tractor is well suited for what we bought it for,” says 

Deena. “It was the right choice for us.”
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