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�is Minnesota farmer 
diversi�ed and found ways to 
save on inputs and improve 
yields, all the while striving  
to look a�er his neighbors. 
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Sometimes, those who’ve been watching might 
even show that gratitude by quietly o�ering the 
opportunity to take over their farming operation. 

�at’s how it went with Holm, a New Ulm, Minn., 
farmer. A neighbor who was looking to retire asked 
Holm if he’d take over his 600 acres. 

“�at was kind of a special moment,” says Holm, 
“to have enough respect of us for us just to take it 
over.” It says a lot, too, about the neighbor, who asked 
to remain anonymous for this story, that he wanted 
to put his land in good hands and not necessarily in 
those of the highest bidder. 

With that 600-acre addition, Holm now farms 
mostly corn and beans on about 2,500 acres, some 
of which was farmed by his parents until his father’s 
death in 2009. In addition to volunteering for local 

community causes, he also runs a custom application 
business�last year spraying about 10,000 acres�and 
�nishes about 9,000 hogs each year on contract. 

Holm, 45, says he’s diversi�ed in part because 
he saw opportunities, but also because he �gured 
commodity prices would eventually so�en. “It’s just 
the cycle,” he says, a lesson, along with many others, 
he learned from his father as well as his mother, Sally, 
who still works with him on a semi-retired basis. 

�ose lessons have served as a foundation, Holm 
says, upon which he’s added new technologies and 
practices. For instance, he injects into the soil some 
1 million gallons of hog manure from his �nishing 
operation. “If you’re smelling manure, you’re losing 
nitrogen,” says Holm. “You want to get it covered as 
fast as you can so you hold the nitrogen in.” 

As a result, he says he gets about 15 to 20 bushels 

“Everybody’s out watching,” says Craig Holm. “They watch

what we do and they see how we do things.” Don’t get the wrong

idea. Holm isn’t wearing a tinfoil hat. His are not words borne

of paranoia. Instead, they’re a sort of re�ection of the Golden

Rule, or on a more earthly, practical level, an awareness that

his neighbors appreciate good deeds and a job well done. 
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