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I think we’re going to see a revolution in the biomass market in the years to come.     see page 22 >>

>>

A state-of-the-art testing 
facility is a new tractor’s 
worst nightmare, but a 
customer’s best �iend.  

S T O R Y  B Y  R I C H A R D  B A N K S  /// 

P H O T O S  B Y  J A M I E  C O L E

IMAGINE TAKING A BRAND-NEW TRACTOR, worth tens of thousands of 
dollars, and purposefully trying to break it. �at’s what the folks at the AGCO 
manufacturing facility in Jackson, Minn., do just about every workday. 

“We push these tractors to the limits,” says Arun Shankaran about the 
plant’s new testing procedures and state-of-the-art facilities. “�at way,” 
continues Shankaran, one of the plant’s senior manufacturing engineers, “we 
ensure they are ready to run when they get to the customer.” 

If there’s a defect with any of the tractors or sprayers built in Jackson, the 
techs, engineers and production workers �nd and �x it. And they, as do sta� 
at all AGCO facilities, perform those tasks with some of the highest tech 
tools available in agricultural equipment manufacturing.  

Speci�cally, the Jackson plant, since 2013, has undergone a $42 million 
upgrade and expansion that includes increases in capacity on the tractor 
and application equipment assembly lines. �e project has also included an 
intensi�ed focus on e�ciency and quality, adding leading-edge tools such as 
laser cu�ers, robotic welders and an array of quality assurance equipment. 

�e la�er is used to run diagnostic checks of components and assemblies 
at �ve stages�or gates�in the manufacturing process. �e �rst four gates 

Better

Jackson Plant   ///   Brands manufactured: Massey Ferguson®, Challenger,® RoGator,® TerraGator®  ///  Cost of current expansion and upgrades: $42 million
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