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�is Prairie Girl creates 
signature designs in a 
down-home se�ing.
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NEATLY TUCKED ABOVE THE ANDERSEN 

FAMILY’S EQUIPMENT SHOP is a world apart from 
what one expects to encounter on the typical farm.

 Past the array of AGCO tractors and combine, 
dirt bikes, quads and tools, visitors climb an inviting, 
carpeted stairway. At the top, a small landing opens 
to an elegant, if not slightly cramped, second-�oor 
room bursting with the color and embroidery of prom 
dresses and bridal gowns. 

Amid this rainbow of fabric, Lisa Andersen runs 
her business, Prairie Girl’s Designs, where she’s just 
a stone’s throw from her chicken coop and vegetable 
garden, and where a window overlooks a ca�le corral. 
An occasional cow-borne bellow wa�s from the yard as 
a reminder of what’s outside.

Andersen loves the farm life she shares with 
husband, Steve, but was looking for the opportunity 
a sideline business could o�er. �e idea blossomed in 
2012, when, a�er pu�ing her three children to bed one 
night, the self-described entrepreneur was sur�ng the 

Internet and happened upon graduation gowns.
“I didn’t plan this business at all,” says Andersen, 

smiling, “and the funny thing is that it really does work 
with our farming schedule. By spring, it’s dwindling 
down right when we’re ready to get in the �eld and it’s 
calving time,” she says. “Summers are pre�y quiet, and 
then fall, it starts to slowly peak.”

 As for her success, Andersen says, “It’s like farming. 
Until the dust se�les, you don’t have an idea of how 
you’re doing.” 

Two years in, the dust has cleared to reveal a brisk 
business. Yet it still surprises Andersen that girls, 
their mothers and grandmothers, too, will travel great 
distances to her li�le rural shop “in the middle of 
nowhere,” south of Big Beaver, Saskatchewan.

“People want an experience now, and I think they’re 
looking for something unique,” she says. “It’s a product 
that people are willing to drive to look at. �ey’re 
hoping they’re going to �nd that hidden gem that isn’t 
mass produced.” �Will Stillman
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