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JOE EDER KNOWS POWER. One of the winningest 

drivers on the modified tractor pull circuit, he regularly 

jockeys some 12,000 horses down a 320-foot-long track 

while pulling a sled weighing up to 90,000 pounds. It’s not 

a sport for the meek. Neither is the work he does when he’s 

not competing. In addition to building custom chassis for 

other racing teams, Mr. Eder, 

who is profiled on page 8, owns 

a custom harvesting operation 

and a company that produces 

some 35,000 yards of mulch 

annually. Both are demanding jobs that don’t allow for 

downtime, nor under-powered tractors. 

That’s why Mr. Eder converted to Massey Ferguson 

and recently purchased two brand-new MF8727 tractors. 

As he told us while moving mulch up and down steep 

embankments, “The CVT transmission and the horsepower 

in the big-frame tractors is the ultimate combination. I get 

the power to the ground I need from these Massey tractors 

and I get it with amazing fuel efficiency.”  

Bob and Darren Littleton may not compete in tractor 

pulls, but they did pull their farming operation out of the 

muck left by the devastating Missouri River flood of 1993. It 

took the father-and-son team about five years to recover, 

but like so many North American producers in times of 

trouble, they were able to harness the wherewithal needed 

to overcome the hardship. Now, more than two decades 

later, they’re growing, even trying new approaches to 

farming. We cover their story beginning on page 18. 

Speaking of new approaches, we cover several more 

in this issue, including a promising new program called 

STRIPS (see page 23) that offers farmers a cost-effective 

means to reduce runoff, while improving water quality 

and wildlife habitat. Also, we take a look at how robotic 

milking systems (see page 12) are not only changing dairy 

operations, but can positively affect the lifestyles of the 

families who operate them. 

Unquestionably, it is an exciting time to be in 

agriculture, and we at Massey Ferguson and AGCO are 

proud to be not only a participant in helping feed the world, 

but a driving force. Thanks for reading.
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