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Left Todd Schnarr can access a vast array of 

data on the robotic milker’s monitor, as well as 

on a computer in his office and his smart phone. 

Right A robotic feed pusher helps ensure feed is 

within reach of the Schnarr’s cows.

Yield difference: Lely reports increases among customers from 3 to 18%.

“One of the main bene�ts to having a robotic system,” Todd 
adds, “is that everything is monitored 24 hours a day, every day. 
Like, if milk gets o�-color ’cause of mastitis, or if a cow gets 
injured and there ends up blood in the milk, all of that milk is 
dumped down the drain. It’s one of the best tools I think of that 
you could have for making quality milk.” 

�e system also records a vast amount of data, including 
number of milkings, how many steps each cow takes per day, 
milk quality and information on cow health. Cameras also 
monitor the milkers and herd, and all the aforementioned 
information is available via the Internet for those with access. 

�e cows are more comfortable too, and possibly happier, 
which may seem like an intangible bene�t until an increased 
yield is taken into account. Both Schnarrs believe there is a causal 
relationship between the two. 

Perhaps the biggest bene�t, though, is the �exibility the new 
system a�ords dairy operators. “You still put the same amount of 
hours in, basically. It’s just you can pick and choose when you do 
your chores.”

As Todd explains, he has �ve children, four of whom are in 
sports, “and we have practices here, there and everywhere. So 
when we have a practice or a game … we just have that �exibility. 
We just do our chores an hour early. �at’s a big reason we went 
with this system�so we can spend more time with our families. 

“�ere’s a lot of investment into a barn like this for sure. But 
it’s not all [about] the �nances of it. It’s quality of life.”   

IN ADDITION TO OPERATING A DAIRY, Murray and Todd 

Schnarr run a custom hay cutting, raking and baling business. 

Farming a total of 550 acres, some of which is planted in cash 

crops, Todd says he and his dad don’t farm enough land for many 

new equipment purchases “to make financial sense. So we do 

custom work.” 

That way, he says, he and his dad can spread the cost over 

multiple uses and “we can get top-quality equipment for our 

farm. I like helping neighbors, and this way it’s a win-win for us 

and for them.” 

The “top-quality equipment” to which Todd refers is AGCO, 

including a Massey Ferguson® 8660 tractor, and a 2150 large 

square baler and 9770 windrower, both of which are Hesston® by 

Massey Ferguson. Todd says the fuel economy is excellent on the 

9770 and MF8660, and the CVT transmission on the tractor makes 

“the equipment more efficient to run. You can get that exact mile 

per hour that you’re looking for. Half a mile an hour might not 

seem like much, but through a whole day or a week, you know 

you can get a lot of extra work done with that.” 

He also lauds the durability of the 2150 and the double-

crimping Twin-Max advanced conditioning system on the 

9770. “The weather here is somewhat catchy at times, and that 

[Twin-Max] helps us produce high-quality hay for our animals. It 

speeds up drying, Todd says, “and to save that extra day … that’s 

a 10-times benefit for us.” 

Todd notes, too, that the dealership with which he works, 

Shantz Farm Equipment in nearby, Alma, Ontario, is a critical piece 

of his operational puzzle. “They have exceptional salespeople. If 

the numbers don’t quite fit right, they’ll try to find you maybe last 

year’s model that might be a few thousand dollars cheaper.” 

And the service, says Todd, “has been really good. You call 

them up, and they know you’ve had a bad day when things aren’t 

going quite right. They just try to bend over backwards to make 

sure that you’re up and going in the field again.”

 � From identifying individual cows to monitoring milk quality, 

the Schnarr’s AMS is almost completely automatic. Watch the 

video and see the Schnarr’s robotic milking system in action. 

Visit myFarmLife.com/robotic.

‘Top-Quality 
    Equipment’
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