
 18 Summer 2015 /// my .com

A�er recovering �om a 
devastating �ood in 1993, 
this Missouri father-son 
team plows ahead, trying 
new approaches and 
hoping the river remains 
in its banks. 
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P H O T O S  B Y  C H A R L E S  R I E D E L

IT’S WITH MIXED FEELINGS that Darren 
Li�leton guides a bulldozer through 
an abandoned farmyard. On one hand, 
the land will mean a few more acres of 
valuable river-bo�om property to add to 
his family’s farmland. Yet, to Darren and 
his dad, Robert “Bob” Li�leton, this patch 
of land, the remaining outbuildings and 
the foundation of the old farmhouse, also 
serve as a reminder of the diminishing 
number of farmers, especially here, in 
their hometown of Dalton, Mo. 

Today, the town that was once home to 
some 400 residents and the business hub 
for even more, has dwindled to a grain 
elevator, a post o�ce, two churches, a 

community center and a few residences. 
Due to the e�ects of the �ood of 1993 
and the consolidation of farms into fewer, 
larger operations, the population of Dalton 
had declined to just 17 people in the 2010 
census. Ironically, that �ood 30-plus years 
ago almost put Darren out of business too. 

“�at was the �rst year I farmed full 
time,” Darren says. “And between Dad and 
me, we lost all but 6 acres of crops in the 
�ood. Dad even lost his house due to all 
the water damage.”

“It took �ve years just to recover from 
that,” says Bob, who started farming 
on his own in 1966. “And the cleanup 
was terrible. We found everything from 
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