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tires and propane tanks to duck blinds 
and chemical jugs in our �elds. If it was 
upstream and would �oat, we found it.”

In the meantime, Darren was pursuing 
a second venture as a partner in an aerial 
application business. A�er a�ending an 
aviation school in Louisiana during two 
consecutive winters, he was just 50 hours 
short of having his own commercial 
pilot’s license. 

“My former partner is still involved 
in aerial application in Florida,” he says, 
noting that he quit the crop-spraying 
business in 2012, having been in it since 
2008. “Since we only have about a 60-day 
window around here to spray crops, you 

almost have to be a gypsy and travel 
throughout the Midwest to make it work. 
Add the liability and the fact that you 
can’t �nd any hired help for the farm, and 
it was just time to get out of it.

“I still miss the business and I miss the 
people,” he adds, “but, to be honest, I was 
probably too old when I got started into it. 
I was already farming with Dad and I had 
a family at home, so the travel was ge�ing 
harder all the time.”

�at’s not to say farming doesn’t have 
its own challenges. Like so many farmers 
today, Darren has found that he and his 
dad have to continually look for ways to 
control costs, all the while expanding the 

operation, which now consists of about 
2,500 acres of mostly corn and soybeans. 

One of the ways they’ve done that is 
to purchase parcels in the area that need 
some work, such as the old farmstead they 
bought last year. 

Equipped with their own hydraulic 
excavator, tracked dozer, skid-steer 
loader and land leveler, they’ve cleared 
land themselves�whether it’s �lling and 
leveling a silted-in pond; cleaning up �elds 
damaged by past �oods; or removing 
trees that once provided shade to a long-
forgo�en farmhouse.  

�ere have been times when the bene�ts 
have extended beyond the added 

�e 1993 �ood on the Missouri River was historic 
and devastating. On the right-hand page of this 
book, Darren points to a photo of the Li�leton place 
a�er the waters rose.
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