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land. �e plan was to use it for machinery. But then 
that inquisitive couple approached the Mellons 
and asked if they could exchange their vows 
inside. “We said yes, and they just did everything 
themselves,” Diana says.

But people kept on asking. “�ey just wanted to 
have weddings here,” she adds.

�at progression of “yeses” led Diana, who had 
previously owned several in-town businesses, to start 
something new on the farm. �e couple decided to 
call it Mellon’s Banquet Hall, with the idea that the 
place could be used for weddings, as well as birthday 
dinners, reunions and corporate retreats. 

To ready their barn, the Mellons added a kitchen 
and spit-shine wood �oors to complement the wood-
paneled walls. A parking lot was constructed. Since 
the barn was newly built, building permits weren’t 
an issue. But they needed a sewage disposal permit, 
and plenty of liability insurance to cover guests 
and buildings.

While other similar businesses in states like 
Minnesota and Michigan have made news because 
of objections by town councils, zoning boards and 
neighbors complaining of noise, the Mellons didn’t 
experience any di�culty. Adds Diana: “�e town 
sent out a le�er to ask the neighbors if they had 
a problem with us holding weddings out here.” 
Fortunately, none did.

Mellon’s Banquet Hall o�cially opened for 
business in 2008. Diana’s already busy days on the 
farm became even busier as their calendar began to 
swell with area brides and grooms looking for the 
country wedding experience. 

To enhance their o�erings, Diana and Ron added 
an outdoor wedding space and a gazebo where brides 

could have portraits taken, 
and plunked down some 
co�ages on the property for 
brides and wedding parties. 
“We thought about building 
a chapel,” Diana laughs, 
but that was quickly nixed. 
“It can’t compare to the 
church in town, so we built a 
waterfall instead.”

�ey expanded the kitchen 
area for caterers and added 
a bar, although, for liability 
reasons, the Mellons don’t 
serve the alcohol themselves. 
And recently, when a bride mentioned she really 
wanted a tree swing, Ron Mellon got out his saw 
and delivered.

BIG DAY, BIG PAYOFF 

Mellon’s Banquet Hall can be rented by the 
hour or by the event, ranging anywhere from $500 
to $5,900. “A lot of our brides come to our venue 
because it is large enough for their reception to be 
held in the red barn and have the wedding at the 
waterfall or gazebo, with a country �air,” Diana says.

And business is exceedingly good. “�e wedding 
business has become our income,” Ron says, adding 
that they have a big ca�le sale coming up. “We’ve 
always been in farming, but the wedding business 
is paying our bills … even though we don’t have a 
whole lot of bills.”

“We’ve had more than 200 weddings here, not 
including corporate dinners, birthdays and reunions,” 
says Diana, who works every event herself. She also 

WHEN A

BRIDE 
ASKS, I 
ALWAYS SMILE 
AND NEVER 
TELL THEM 
SOMETHING

CAN’T BE

DONE.

Left to right A couple exchanges vows on the Mellons’ property; 

Ron feeds the cows on a Saturday; Diana readies the banquet hall. 
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