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Above left Darren shows a photo of 

Dalton after the flood. Below left 

Today, only 17 residents remain in 

town. Right Darren disks with the 

Sunflower 6635 VT.

acreage. �at was the case a few years ago 
when Darren purchased 40 acres “up in 
the hills,” which was just coming out of the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

While the partial conversion to farm 
ground required removing a few volunteer 
trees, it also meant the �eld hadn’t been 
farmed for several years. Hence, Darren 
saw the opportunity to grow a crop of 
certi�ed organic soybeans.

“It was such a mess that you couldn’t 
even walk through it,” he recalls, pointing 
out that they continue to preserve habitat 
where it makes sense. “It was just covered 
with brush and volunteer co�onwood 
trees. Even now, I’m only farming 21 acres 
of it due to a wetland in the middle of it 
and a creek that runs across the area. 

“I still haven’t decided what to do 
with it next … whether to plant no-till 
corn or try another organic crop. �ere’s 
a pre�y good premium per bushel on 
organic crops,” he says, noting the organic 
soybeans can bring $20 per bushel or 

more. “But it takes a lot of work, since you 
can’t use chemicals. Even to put in the �rst 
crop, I had to prove that the �eld hadn’t 
been sprayed with any crop chemicals for 
at least �ve years and pay a fee to have it 
certi�ed organic,” Darren recalls. 

Adding that only 500 to 600 of their 
2,500 acres is leased or rented, he adds, 
“Every time you look at cash-renting a 
�eld, there are usually three guys in line 
ahead of you who are willing to pay more. 
Our feeling is if you’re going to have to 
pay $300 or more per acre for rent, you 
might as well go through Farm Credit and 
own it in 20 years.”

Of course, being just 41 years of 
age and “one of the babies” among the 
area farmers, Darren �gures he will be 
farming the land long enough for it to be 
worth the investment. In the meantime, 
he and his dad have changed the way 
they farm in order to conserve costs and 
preserve the land. 

For example, instead of disking �elds as 

they once did, they now use a Sun�ower® 
Model 6635 VT for vertical tillage. As a 
result, they’re able to leave the majority 
of residue on the soil surface, while still 
providing minimal tillage and creating 
channels for moisture penetration. 

“Most of our land is level enough 
that we don’t have to worry about water 
erosion. And they’ve rebuilt the river 
levees; they’re be�er than they’ve ever 
been,” Bob relates. “�e bigger issue is the 
price per acre,” especially, he says, as an 
operation grows.

More acres simply demand bigger 
equipment, Darren insists. “I still 
remember the year we had so much rain 
that we literally had two weeks to get 
everything planted.” 

Still, he says, “it’s safe to say I wouldn’t 
be doing this full time without help from 
Dad. �e sad thing is that I can count on 
one hand the number of other farmers in 
the area that are my age who have been 
able to do the same thing.”   
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