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hires seasonal employees to help, but admits that has 

been the greatest challenge of what she does. 

“Some of the young people around here don’t 

seem to want to work,” she laments. “It’s hard to �nd 

good help.” 

But she’s making sure to teach her grandchildren 

the value of sweat equity. �e grandsons assist 

Grandpa Ron on the farming side of things, and 

granddaughters Ashlyn, 17, Riley, 14, and Madison, 

13, pitch in with their grandmother. 

“My granddaughter Ashlyn loves this type of 

work, and I’m hoping someday she will take over 

the business and keep handing it down through 

the years,” Diana says, adding that her younger 

grandchildren help with setup before weddings. 

Later this year, a brand-new rustic wedding barn 

will be completed on the property, and Ron has been 

moving dirt to create an entrance for it from the 

highway. It’s just another option Diana and Ron hope 

will increase income and wedding capacity. 

Most Saturdays, Diana can be found checking in 

with sta�, directing photographers and guests, and 

soothing the jangled nerves of soon-to-be brides. 

“Remember, you are working with brides, and 

trying to keep their stress level down is sometimes 

impossible,” she says. “When a bride asks, I always 

smile and never tell them something can’t be done. I 

just say, ‘Anything is possible; however, there may be 

a small upcharge.”   

For more about Mellon’s Banquet Hall and 

additional advice on renovating a barn or 

building one from scratch to house an event-

related business, see myFarmLife.com/ties.

BIG POWER AND FUEL EFFICIENCY 

Saying “I do” to a small tractor with muscle.

Ron Mellon has had his share of tractor problems. “I needed 

something smaller, around 100 HP,” he says. He bought a new Case 

IH and “had nothing but trouble with it.” So he returned it. He also 

put plenty of money into a certain “green” tractor, whose hydraulics 

and air conditioning constantly gave him trouble.

That’s when Ron decided to try something new. “I stopped in at 

Vahrenberg Implements, where I’d bought mowers,” he says. “They 

were so good to deal with, I bought a new tractor and a manure 

spreader.” That new tractor matched the Mellons’ wedding barn: a 

shiny red Massey Ferguson® 4610. 

And, it fit the bill for the more compact workhorse he needed. “I 

didn’t need all the bells and whistles,” Ron says. “I was leery at first 

because it’s a 3-cylinder, but it has plenty of power and doesn’t burn 

that much fuel. It’s just really economical.” 

And that’s saying a lot from someone who spends so much time 

on the equipment. “I put about nine hours on it today,” says Ron, 

who uses the tractor for everything from feeding cattle to cutting 

silage. “Just today, I was moving dirt to make another entrance in 

from the highway for the new rustic barn we’re putting up.” 

“It’s the perfect size,” adds Doug Vahrenberg, of Vahrenberg 

Implement, in Higginsville, Mo. “The 80 PTO-HP fits lots of cow/calf 

operations like the Mellons’. And it’s the right price. The 4610 has all 

the best features for the dollar.”
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