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Maybe we’ve been lucky, but the 2190 has been pretty much bullet-proof.      see page 25 >>
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�e Promise of

PRESSURED BY DOWNSTREAM property owners 
and their own desire to conserve their soil and keep 
their water drinkable, many farmers are looking 
for conservation programs that are both a�ordable 
and e�ective. One such potential solution, under 
development for about eight years now, is generating 
considerable buzz. 

�e program, called STRIPS�an acronym for 
Science-based Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with 
Prairie Strips�is being developed at Iowa State 
University and involves sowing native prairie plants 
on carefully selected parcels of farmland. �ese 
“strips” of grasses, forbs (non-grass �owering plants) 
and other plants have been proved to slow, even stop, 
runo� of soil, as well as phosphorus and nitrogen. 

Tim Youngquist, a ��h-generation Iowa farmer 
and farmer liaison on the STRIPS team, says, “Not 
a single farmer wants to see the soil wash away, or to 
see nitrogen and phosphorus in the rivers. No one 
wants that.” 

Yet, he sees considerable room for improvement 
on many farms. For instance, Youngquist points to 
STRIPS studies performed via Iowa State University: 
“We have used big hydrologic �umes to catch the 
water coming o� of a watershed, and it’s just a 
staggering amount of soil lost. When you see this big 
white �berglass box out in the �eld where we’ve just 
had a 4-inch rain, and there’s topsoil nearly a foot 
deep in it�mucky, beautiful, best soil in the world. 
It’s absolutely washing away.” 

Says Iowa State University Associate Professor Dr. 
Lisa Schulte Moore, one of the STRIPS team leaders, 
“�e big picture is that we are trying to get the most 
conservation bang for the buck on private lands, 
recognizing right now that corn and soybeans pay the 
bills for farmers in the Corn Belt. We are trying to 
�gure out, how do we meet our water quality goals, and 
how do we maintain our soil?

“How do we do a be�er job of maintaining our 
wildlife,” Schulte Moore continues, “including our 
insects, like monarch bu�er�ies and our pollinators� 
bees and such�while being a�entive to how much 
land is taken out of crops, which lands we are taking 
out of crops and what we are transitioning it to?”

A new program �om Iowa State University 
has the potential to reduce runo� by a 
substantial amount, while improving water 
quality, wildlife habitat and a farmer’s 
bo�om line.  B Y  L I N D A  A S K E Y
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