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WATER WASTE, PART II. 

In Canada, as much as 30% of 

water entering the supply line is 

lost to leaking pipes. South of the 

border, in the U.S., the average 

household’s leaks can account 

for more than 10,000 gallons of 

water wasted every year.

ON THE RISE. From 2010 to 

2012, one in four water bills in 

the U.S. had doubled, with the 

largest percentage increase 

hitting Atlanta (233%). Since 2014, 

the highest percentage increases 

were in Austin (31%), Chicago 

(15%) and San Francisco (15%).

METERS MEAN BUSINESS. 

In 2011, 58% of Canadian 

households were equipped 

with water meters, compared 

to 52% in 1991. Over the same 

period, average daily water use 

dropped by 27%.

ON THE DECLINE. Residential 

water use in Canada dropped 

16% from 2006 to 2009. From 

2005 to 2010, residential water 

use in the U.S. dropped 13%.

For data sources, see 

myFarmLife.com/highwater.

IF YOU HAVE 10 MINUTES 
for an online survey, you might 
just win one of 10 $50 AGCO 
Parts gi� cards! And, you’ll be 
helping the FarmLife magazine 
sta� provide you with the best 
and most interesting articles 
for your farm or business. It’s 
easy: Just go to myFarmLife.

com/survey and answer a 
few questions. Take this issue 
with you to your computer and 
�ip through as you take the 
survey. �e deadline for entry 
is NOVEMBER 15, 2015. 
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“FARMS GIVE US FOOD, FIBER AND FUEL, ALL ESSENTIALS OF LIFE. 

But now we are also asking for them to give us the secret of why living on a 

farm makes you healthier.” So says Matthew C. Keifer, MD, MPH. 

Keifer is an investigator for a National Institutes of Health-funded study being 

conducted by the National Farm Medicine Center at the Marshfield Clinic, in 

conjunction with the University of Wisconsin. The study is looking into why 

farm children have less asthma, wheezing and allergic reactions than 

non-farm children. Researchers will enroll some 100 pregnant farm 

women and 100 pregnant non-farm women, searching for variables 

that make the difference in their children. For now, the study, which 

ends in 2017, has focused on farms with animals. “The strongest 

evidence for this protective effect is in large-animal agriculture—hogs 

and cattle,” says Keifer.   

He adds, “Allergic conditions are overreactions of the immune 

system. If we can figure out what it is about the farm environment that modulates or calms down the 

immune system, we can probably develop a method to get that kind of remedy available to non-farm 

kids.” Stay tuned. Researchers hope to make results from the study available in 2017 or 2018.

For more information, see myFarmLife.com/healthy. �Nancy Dorman-Hickson

Farm Kids Are 

Healthier
Win An
AGCO Parts
Gift Card!

�e 5 Biggest Countries 
v. Food WastageFeeding �e World

Eliminating Food Waste
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Worldwide, an estimated 
30% of food is wasted 
each year. How would 
elimination of that 
wastage affect 
efforts to feed the 
world’s growing 
population? 

Food wastage in 
2007 equals some 
14 million sq. km 
of farmland 
production. 
That’s equal to 
about 28% of the 
world’s agricultural 
land area.

Estimated Food Production 

in 2005/07: 3.6 billion tons
*Numbers represent sq. km 

  of agricultural land.

Estimate of Food Needed 

to Feed the World in 

2050: 6 billion tons

Food Needed if 

Wastage Eliminated: 

4.8 billion tons

Food Wastage Equivalent: 14,000,000 Square Kilometers 

U.S.A. 
4,077,075

BRAZIL 
2,749,828

CHINA 
5,101,546

RUSSIA 
2,145,484

CANADA 
618,359
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