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The two rivers,

 
 

just miles apart, at least as the crow �ies, slice through some of 
the most rugged mountainscapes in North America. Up top, the 
scenery is bucolic; down below, bankside, these rivers rage with 
a monstrous, nature-made fury borne of house-sized rocks rising 
from the channels, canyon walls and rushing water on which 
people tempt fate and bone-crushing rapids in tiny boats.

Today, both the New and Gauley are considered to be among 
the �nest whitewater rivers in North America. In fact, Gauley 
has been ranked in the top 10 most challenging such roller 
coasters worldwide, and Paul was among the �rst to see the 
potential in the peril. 

Back in 1969, as a teenager from Ohio, he joined his high 
school’s shop-teacher-cum-employer on a now-storied jaunt down 
a particularly treacherous stretch of the New River that few 
others had, at least wi�ingly, �oated. Rapids were run, ra�s were 
destroyed, Paul and his cohorts were tossed into the drink and on 
the brink of disaster. Says Paul today, “I was too young and, well, 
stupid to know we could’ve died. Man, it was great!” 

It was also the beginning of Mountain River Tours, Paul’s 
whitewater out��er that was, in 1973, the �rst such business to 
regularly run the Gauley and among the �rst to guide on the New. 
(�e National Park Service even mentions Paul in its “Timeline of 
Gauley River History.”)

He ran the business for some 35 years, expanding it into 
operations in the Western U.S., Kentucky and the Florida Keys, the 
la�er being a sea kayaking business. Back home, he helped develop 
the area’s outdoor recreation trade, which, according to the 

Jennifer and Paul Breuer, and two of 

the 20 vacation rentals that make up 

their “401k.” Left The nearby New 

River Gorge Bridge soars some 700 feet 

over the New River, thought by some to 

be the second-oldest river in the world.

“I love it when I get out in my
office,” says Paul Breuer, as he
takes a seat behind his “desk,” or
what most of us would call a raft.
For the better part of his 65 years,
he’s paddled that f loating escritoire
on the waters of his “offices,” West
Virginia’s New and Gauley rivers. 
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