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“And then,” interjects Paul, “it 
developed into another one or two, and 
another one or two, until we’re at 20 now, 
and we could still grow.”  

LOCATION IS WHERE IT’S AT

�e Breuers started building the cabins 
in 1996, about the time Paul started 
downsizing his out��ing businesses. 
Jennifer had worked as a sales manager and 
wanted a new pursuit, and the cabins would 
allow them to work together.

�e acreage they chose is not only 
scenic, but it’s also less than 10 miles from 
the base for Adventures on the Gorge, 
where tens of thousands of folks begin their 
ra�ing trips and where Paul still sits on 
the board of directors. Located just a few 
steps farther is the famed New River Gorge 
Bridge, the 3,030-foot structure that is the 
fourth-largest single-span arch bridge in the 
world and site of Bridge Day. 

�at’s when, on the third Saturday 
of each October, the structure is closed 
to automobile tra�c and an estimated 
150,000 people visit the area, some of 
whom simply walk across the span, while 
others rappel down the 700 feet to the river 
below or even jump o� it, the la�er carried 
to the ground via parachute.

“�ere are lots of outdoor recreation 
opportunities here, from whitewater ra�ing, 
tree-canopy zip line tours, horseback riding, 
Summersville Lake … even skiing in the 

the Gorge, one of the largest out��ers in 
the Eastern U.S., Paul remains something 
of a living legend on the rivers. He still 
�oats the Gauley and New when time 
allows, even occasionally guiding a few 
lucky souls through rapids and monster 
waves. While doing so, Paul, ever the 
a�able river guide, has even been known 
to tell a few stories about the rivers and 
the people who’ve �oated them�some of 
which are actually true.

�ese days, though, you’re more likely 
to �nd Paul managing his “401(k),” aka 
Country Road Cabins, the 19-cabin, 
89-acre resort he owns and runs with his 
wife, Jennifer. While this new business 
doesn’t require him to wear a life vest or a 
helmet, it does present its own challenges: 
building codes, maintenance, advertising, 
the rare guest who doesn’t understand 
quiet time, and even his and Jennifer’s self-
described problem of not knowing when 
to stop. 

“We wanted to develop something 
year-round, because ra�ing is seasonal,” 
says Paul, “and lodging was very limited 
in this area.”

“Our friends were actually the �rst 
people to put in some deluxe cabins at 
nearby Summersville Lake,” explains 
Jennifer. “�ey were successful and we 
decided we had the property and a scenic 
wooded area, so maybe we would try to put 
one or two up.”

Outdoor Industry Association, accounts 
for nearly $8 billion in consumer spending 
in West Virginia alone. Mountain River 
was also a pioneer in safety, being the �rst 
out��er in the U.S. to require customers to 
wear helmets. “We �gured a person’s head 
was worth a $5 helmet,” Paul says now.

“RETIREMENT”

Even though he sold Mountain River 
Tours, which is now part of Adventures on 

 � WATCH THE VIDEO. For more about 

Country Road Cabins, as well as awesome 

whitewater river footage, visit 

myFarmLife.com/newriver.

Country Road Cabins sits on 89 scenic 

acres and offers a variety of cabin sizes 

and types, including a yurt and honest-

to-goodness tree house.
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