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government company. Compare that to the U.S. 

and Canada, where water is typically managed 

by a patchwork of municipal, state and provincial 

governments, as well as national agencies. 

�en, too, farming in Israel di�ers from that in 

North America. In Israel, much of the country’s 

produce and livestock is raised on relatively smaller 

farms and in greenhouses. While row crops are 

grown, commodities represent less than 10% of the 

country’s output.

 As an o�cial with the Israeli Ministry of 

Agriculture explained, “We cannot teach America 

how to grow corn.”

And, one �nal note before we dive in: Israel’s 

past and present is complicated, especially 

geopolitically. Se�lements, walls, wars, security, not to mention religion and more, make for 

controversy. In these stories, our focus is water, the management of it, farming with it and how 

the country has largely overcome its shortages. It’s a remarkable tale of dedication, and, even with 

the comparative di�erences between our countries, o�ers lessons we can apply here in North 

America broadly, as well as on individual farms. 

�e Well May Run Dry, But Hope Springs Eternal 
While in Israel we not only spoke with numerous individuals, but also visited many R&D facilities, 

water-treatment plants and farms. It was, if you’ll excuse the pun, like drinking water from a �re 

hose. We learned much from our hosts. So much that it won’t all �t on these magazine pages. 

�at said, what we o�er below are summaries of stories and videos that you can �nd at 

myFarmLife.com/israel. But before we move on, we’d like to highlight one overarching lesson 

relearned from covering this topic: Necessity may be the mother of invention, but hope is a critical 

ingredient too. 

If we humans can keep that optimism burning bright, we can see our way to solve what seem 

to be the most intractable of problems. �e Israelis certainly don’t have all the answers, but their 

persistence can be an inspiration to the rest of us as we look for our own solutions.   

Making the Desert Bloom
The Israelis have big plans for living where 

the Dead Sea ends and the desert begins.

myFarmLife.com/bloom

Farming on the Edge
Despite challenges—such as dry conditions 

and occasionally getting shot at—Israeli 

farmers succeed in raising crops and 

finding their niche in global markets. 

myFarmLife.com/edge

Start-Up Nation
Including its pioneering efforts in drip 

irrigation and cultivars, Israel continues to 

have an outsized influence on innovation 

worldwide. Here are a few examples of 

cutting-edge developments in agriculture.

myFarmLife.com/startup

COMING CLEAN. Samples 
of water at the four stages 
of treatment (left to right): 
untreated, settled, secondary 
and tertiary. Of the latter, 
80% is used to irrigate 
Israel’s farms. Many of the 
country’s officials say the 
tertiary stage is even safe 
enough to drink.
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