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ONE OF THE BEST TIPS for maximizing uptime comes from 
Doug Anderson, service manager at the Wataga, Ill., location 
of AGCO dealer A.C. McCartney. He suggests customers have 
their tractor serviced by the dealer in the early spring before 
it’s needed. 

Anderson says about farmers in his area, “You have to realize 
most tractors have been si�ing for three or four months over the 
winter, so it’s a good idea to check the fuel system, coolant, etc., 
to make sure all systems are ready to go. We o�er a 75-point 
inspection, and we’ve seen that the customers who have had that 
done experience a lot fewer problems during the season.”

Pre-Season Checkup

Read the Owner’s Manual
It is filled with valuable information about your tractor, including 

maintenance schedules; specifications for fluids, tire inflation 

pressure, bolt torques, etc.; location of service points; and basic 

operating instructions. 

Make a Checklist
Even the most experienced farmer can occasionally miss a 

maintenance item or safety step, so it’s important to make a list of 

the necessary cleaning and maintenance procedures. Also, consider 

enrolling in AGCO Parts’ PM360 Preventative Maintenance Program, 

which, with scheduled maintenance and genuine AGCO Parts, helps 

protect equipment from unnecessary down-time and costly repairs.

Watch the Gauges
You already know how important it is to monitor the 

temperature and oil pressure gauge, but another 

gauge new to many owners is the DEF gauge, 

found on models with an SCR emissions control 

system. Just like the fuel gauge, you never want to 

see it read “empty.” Also, it’s important to watch the 

tachometer to attain the best performance from the 

engine, neither lugging it nor “over-revving” it.

Don’t Overload the Tractor
AGCO offers a number of different tractor 

models and horsepower ranges for a 

reason. Each is designed for a certain range 

of applications. Consequently, it’s important 

that you don’t treat the tractor like it’s bigger 

than it is. In other words, don’t try to pull an 

8-foot mower with a 35-HP tractor. Keep 

the applications and implements within the 

tractor’s limitations.

Check Tire Inflation
Due to the profile of modern radial tires, it’s hard 

to tell by appearance whether a tire is over- or 

under-inflated. Always use a tire gauge to check tire 

pressure, and make sure they are properly inflated 

to handle the load and application. In addition to the 

owner’s manual, visit the tire manufacturer’s web site 

for tire inflation advice and tire pressure charts.
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