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It’s important to keep the radiator and any cooling units positioned in 

front of it clear of dirt and debris. This includes the air conditioner’s 

evaporator, hydraulic fluid cooling units, etc. For a complete look at 

cooling system maintenance, visit myFarmLife.com/cool.

For PART ONE of our maintenance series focusing on balers, visit  

myFarmLife.com/balermaintenance.
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Under the Hood
Q�Lubricate all grease fittings. Despite the advanced use of sealed 

bearings on modern farm equipment, there are still a number of 

moving parts that require grease. That is especially true on older 

tractors. So, if you see a part that moves, check for a grease fitting 

or refer to the owner’s manual for lubrication points. Grease 

fittings are most often found on steering components, brake and 

clutch linkages, and 3-point-hitch components. 

 Q�If a hose or belt appears to be damaged, worn or 

cracked, it’s generally best to replace it. Similarly, if fittings or 

connections are leaking, tighten them or replace the seals.

Q�Refer to the owner’s manual to see how each fluid is 

checked (dipstick, sight gauge, etc.), and make sure the 

levels are always adequate for engine oil, transmission fluid, 

hydraulic oil, radiator coolant and battery electrolyte. Note 

that some older tractors require specific lubricants in the 

gearbox, while some newer tractors share fluid between 

the hydraulic system and transaxle. In either case, using 

the wrong fluid can cause damage.

Keep the Tractor Clean
While keeping a tractor free of dirt and grime is sometimes easier 

said than done, it does have benefits beyond pride of ownership. 

It can help preserve the paint and increase resale value; but, more 

importantly, it will help you spot leaks from damaged or failed 

components, and prevent trash or debris from causing problems. 

Protection from the Elements
It’s best to store any tractor indoors, but even more important for a 

compact or utility tractor that isn’t equipped with a cab. If the tractor 

must be left outdoors, use a cover to keep rain out of the exhaust 

system and cover the seat and instruments. Also consider using 

rodent repellent in the cab or around the tractor to keep mice from 

chewing on critical—and expensive—wiring or insulation.   

Check All Filters Regularly
 � Check the fuel filter for accumulated water. Since 

diesel fuel tends to attract moisture, most diesel 

engines have a water-separating filter.

 � Check the air filter often, particularly if the tractor 

has been used in very dusty or dirty conditions. Only 

use a shop vacuum or compressed air to clean the 

filter; never wash it. Replace the air filter when it 

cannot be cleaned satisfactorily or if it 

is damaged.

 � Inspect the radiator screen for 

accumulated debris that can inhibit 

airflow and lead to overheating.
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