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22 inside agriculture: 

 Tale of the Tape
Does subsurface drip irrigation save 
water in �eld crops? �e answer, it 
turns out, is complicated.

25 maintenance: 

 Don’t Wait For 
 A Harvest Breakdown

Combine inspections and dealer 
service programs can lower costs 
and reduce downtime.
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�ree ranchers explain why horses 
work be�er than quads, 
it’s be�er to let nature run its course 
and bigger isn’t always be�er.
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�e new Massey Ferguson® 4700 
Series is possibly the most rigorously 
tested tractor in AGCO history.

16 Hard Work, 
 Sweet Result

Sugar cane is a crop like 
no other in the U.S.

THORNTON TWEEDY SAYS HE HAS HIS MONEY 

“in the stock market.” Yet, he explains, the assets in which 

he invests are “the ones with four legs.” The rancher from 

northeastern Arkansas runs about 140 head of cattle, but 

that’s only part of his “portfolio.” Mr. Tweedy also owns and 

drives several semi-trailer trucks, and prior to that, he cut 

right-of-ways on area railroads and power lines. That’s 

when he became a fan of Massey Ferguson.® Cutting on 

land that’s “extremely rugged, hilly and steep,” he says his 

Massey Ferguson machines “are the best things ever built 

for right-of-ways. They hug 

the ground … and got a lot 

of power in a little tractor.” 

That experience was 

one of the reasons Mr. 

Tweedy was chosen to 

demo a pre-production 

model of the new MF4708, a tractor that, along with the 

MF4709 and MF4710, will be available to North American 

customers in early 2016. He knows tractors and what to 

look for in a dependable, versatile machine, and he gave 

the MF4708 two thumbs up.

Mr. Tweedy’s comments are part of a chorus of great 

reviews from across North America, as other tractor 

owners test drive the MF4708 and praise its performance. 

We’re extremely pleased with those accolades, but not 

surprised. The 4700 Series was designed from the ground 

up—the vast majority of the parts are newly designed 

themselves—to give producers, landscapers and others 

a tractor for the modern era. Yet, it’s also a machine that 

offers that same rugged dependability and versatility for 

which Massey Ferguson has long been known. 

We’re thrilled to introduce the 4700 Series in this issue 

(page 8), and we’re happy to share other stories with you 

as well. You’ll meet the Sloans (page 12), who weather their 

own challenges, including, well, the weather in Northern 

Alberta. There’s even an article about a college that 

transformed an old football field into a farm (page 3). 

Check out this issue and see how agriculture remains a 

dynamic enterprise. It’s all terrific reading as we look ahead 

at the promise of a new year.
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Snow is no match for 
Massey Ferguson tractors.
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 Let It Flow
Following these simple steps to install 
a �ost-�ee water hydrant will also save 
you money and e�ort.
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