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so, if possible, it’s best to situate the hydrant on the 
outside of the pasture or corral. 

Next, locate an existing water line that you can 
tap into. If you don’t have an outdoor line yet, you 
will want to tap into the cold water system inside 
your house or shop, and then exit the basement or 
crawlspace below the frost line. (Because factors such 
as climate, soil consistency and whether the la�er 
has been disturbed can a�ect the depth of the frost 
line, check with local o�cials on how to calculate the 
necessary depth.) 

Once you have mapped out your ideal routing 
for the new water line, call 811 and have your place 
�agged for existing utilities that may be buried in the 
path of your new line. If applicable, also check your 
septic system map for buried sewer lines. Consider 
carefully whether there are any other underground 
hazards before you begin digging. 

Digging 
Using a backhoe or trencher, create a trench that 
is safely below the frost line from the supply to the 
intended location of your hydrant. Dig out a pit at the 
hydrant end that is roughly 3 feet in diameter and 
about a foot deeper than the level of the trench. Fill 
that bo�om foot with pea rock or crushed stone to act 
as a small French drain. 

Lay out your feed line����-inch-diameter PEX 
rated for direct bury works well and is inexpensive. 
Connect the line to the source with a suitable ball 
valve so the outdoor line can be shut o� independent 
of the rest of your system. If the supply tap is 
outdoors, you may need to locate the valve and install 
an outdoor valve box so you can access the valve and 
the joint easily in the future. 

A�ach the hydrant end of the supply line to a 
check valve that will prevent any water in the hydrant 
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from working back into the system (some hydrants 
have integral check valves), then a�ach a 90-degree 
elbow to the inlet on the bo�om of the hydrant and 
tighten things up. 

Go ahead and pressurize the line now to see that 
there are no leaks. Next, prop the hydrant upright, 
open it, then close it and watch to be sure that 
water �ows from the drain hole once you shut it o�. 
�e drain, located near the bo�om of the hydrant, 
is a crucial component for keeping the hydrant 
from freezing. 

Finishing Touches
Once you are satis�ed there are no leaks and the 
drain is functioning properly, go ahead and set the 
hydrant vertically, and back�ll with enough crushed 
rock or pea rock to cover the drain hole by several 
inches. Many folks run a steel or wooden post along 
the hydrant to o�er additional support. 

Now it’s time to back�ll the excavation; a loader 
and box blade or angled grader blade make short work 
of it. Push all the soil back onto the trench�it will be 
mounded initially but should se�le to roughly level. 
Seed it and in a few months the only reminder of the 
earthwork will be the convenience of running water 
out where you need it.   

For additional 

tips on installing 

and caring for a 

frost-free hydrant, 

including how to 

prevent freezing in 

extreme cold, see 

myFarmLife.

com/flow.
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