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Above Challenger 

track tractors 

help keep soil 

compaction to 

a minimum. 
Right Thanks to 

an expansion of 

on-farm storage 

and handling 

facilities, Sork 

says the timing of 

his harvest is less 

constrained by the 

operating hours 

of and frequent 

traffic tie-ups 

at local grain 

elevators. 

For expert tips on 

how to design and 

site storage and 

handling facilities 

on your farm, see 

myFarmLife.

com/storage.

NUTS AND BOLTS
�e Sorks’ storage facilities include some of the 

latest innovations in bins and handling solutions. For 

instance, their new bins feature 4-inch corrugated 

side panels with external sti�eners that increase 

the vertical strength of the walls. �e use of such 

sti�eners is relatively new and allows for be�er 

vertical load capacities, and therefore taller bins and 

smaller footprints on the farm.  

Added in 2014, the TM 1015 GSI Modular Series 

Tower Dryer is part of a class of handling equipment 

that has grown in popularity in recent years for its 

ability to dry more e�ciently. Essentially, the tower 

works by receiving grain via a “wet” leg where the 

moist, newly harvested corn is initially held. 

�e corn is then dried as it moves down in grain 

columns that surround a tubular dryer plenum. A 

burner at the bo�om of the core heats up the air, 

which is forced up through the grain. Meanwhile, 

patented grain inverters invert the grain, leaving 2 

inches at the outside to capture otherwise lost heat, 

improving e�ciency and grain quality.

MORE EFFICIENT, GENTLER ON GRAIN
�e results have been as advertised, with Steve 

saying he is averaging 2 to 4 cents per bushel less 

in drying costs using the modular tower dryer over 

their previous continuous �ow dryer. �e Sorks 

also have reduced grain damage and minimized 

delivery time with a system that moves grain via 

an En-Masse conveyor equipped with a heavy-duty 

chain-tension take-up system instead of augers or 

air systems. 

“Stephen Sork understands the value of on-farm 

storage and the ability to dry one’s own crop,” says 

Zurliene. “�is allows him to have greater control 

over his crops and the ability to market the crop in a 

way that best bene�ts his operation.”   
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